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: Men, to have been beyond e Rules by w n 

and. Life are in general re 


London: 65 
Printed by T. Maiden, Sherkurno-Lans, _. 
FOR ANN LEMOINE, WHITE-ROSE-COURT, COLES 
* STREET, AND SOLD BY T. HURST, 
PATERNOSTER-ROW. | 


. n * 5 4 5 :1 


* TIE * 72 7 0 5 
DICK. SPOT, 1 CONJUROR- 
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[Tis evident that, for- wife ends. the | conſent of ſociety has ap- 
pointed different ſtations and cireumſtances in human life: dif- 
ferent capacities, qualifications, and degrees of improvement, will, . 
of courſe, as they make the aid and affiſtance of each other neceſ- 
ſary, ocdaſion dependence upbn others: different degrees of ap- 
plication and induſtry, will form higher and lower ſtations: 2 
periority, either in property or uſefulneſs to the public, mult create 
a diverſity in rank. de poor man's labour is as neceſſary tor the 
advantage of the rich, as the latter's generoſity, compaſſion, and 
liderality, are for the comfort and ſupport of the poor. Though, 
trom the unalterable relations in which mankind ſtand to each other, - 
there mult ariſe pre-eminence and ſubordination; and thoughin all. 

» ſoeieties various diftinftions of conditions and circumſtances are 
neceſſary, yet, in many reipects, it mult” be allowed, we are all 

truly dependant upon one another. | | + 
-Pope obſerves, * Some are, and muſt be, greater than the reſt,” 
Aud in the view I have drawn the above, the Coux rr Con: - i 
won will be found, in his place, as uſeful as the village at- " 
torney, orthe magiſtrate of the metropolis. | . 15 
RICHARD MORRIS, the ſubject of the following pages, wh =. 
ſeems to have been bora to amuſe the vulgar, and puzzle the wiſe, 8. 
was a native of Bakeweli, in Derbyſhire, where he was born in | 
1710, The diminutive appellation of Diek Sror was<entailed 5 
upon him ſrom the fingular circumſtance of his being born with a ot 
large black ſpot upon his face, near his noſe ; and this name he | 
carried to his grave. His father was a ſoldier at the time of the 
Union, and died before Dick had_completed his fixth year; fo that - | 
littſè of his ſingular charatter can be attributed to him; but from 1 
his aunt, -who brought him up, ſomething may be traced, a few- i 
14 


1. 
1 
* 


outlines, in which, however, the old lady can appear but very far 
removed in the back - ground of his character. e | 
By his mothey's tide he was nearly related to the late Sir Richard 
Arkwright, the 'greffeſt mechanic in the kingdom; and by his 
—_ he allo claimed relationſhip to the founder of the Soho ma- 
Ru ory. ? | 
Mrs. Morris ſurvived ker huſband but two years, and left her 
ſon to the care of her ſiſter, Deborah Heathcote, Who gave him as 
| Þ good "IG as her circumſtances would permit, which, though 
Sj A 2 
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. , THE LIFE OF 
not affluent, was liberal, ſufficient to give him an introduction te 
any buſineſs he might have ary mchinatiow for. 

Dick certainly, during the time of his being at ſchool, applied 
his talent to a good purpoſe, for he was much the beſt calculator 
of any man of his acquaintance ;. and his obſervations of life ob- 
viated and -removed the neceſſity of applying to books: for it is 
a facb, that, in all his Travels, be never carried a book, not even 
of roads or directions, but 2 every thing, as it were, dy 
intuitive knowledge. The famous Crichton, fo much ſpoken of 
for his premature genius, would; diminiſh. by compariſon: neither 
has any biographer, ſince the time of Plutarch, recorded ſuch an 
aſtonithing character as that I am about to lay before the public. 


His hours of amuſement were not ſpent like thoſe of other chi- 


Oren ; a ſullen and myſterious reſerve marked his manners; yet at 
times this thoughtfulneſs would give way to athletic exerciſe ; but 
this was ſeldom, for he ſeemed at moſt times to be abſorbed. in 
himſelf, and would for a long time keep his eyes ſo fixed upon 
ſome inanimate. object, that obſervers uſed to call him the Sullen 
Boy. But whenever he mixed with the neighbouring children, his 
curious contrivances, and little artifices, always made them: court 
his favour : and though he would always be maſter of whatever 
game he was playing at, he always contrived to. obtain his ſus 
periority by ſuch. means as could not diſguſt his playmates. 

Mrs. Heatlicote, bis aunt, who, it has been obſerved, was in- 
dependent in._circumftances, contrived to better them, by adviſing 
the young, and amuſing the aged, in their various concerns of life. 
The truth je, the was a fortune-teller; and. report declares, that 
ſhe had a happy knack of drawing the ſecrets of futurity, from. their 
hidden receſs. From this circumſtance, Dick might burrow ther 
hint; but he certainly out-run his aunt as far, before he was twelve 
years ofd, as a wooden clock is removed from. a repeater or 2 ſt | 
watch, though each will declare the time of the day. Her tor 
was conſtanily half-z-crown ; but her nephew never opened his lips. 
before the phyſician's fee was poſted ; i. e. a Guinea. 

Dick, 2s has been already obſerved, ſhewed: an uncommon dex- 


terity at all thole, little games which yſually occupy the minds of 


children in their early youth. The boys, when they played, al- 
ways coveted to have bim on their fide 3 and underſtanding that he 
had a foreknowledge of many things, uſed to conſult him whew 
they made their little matches, which were circumſtances. of great 
importance in their thoughts, who ſhould get the victory. Theſe 
trifles he often left undecided ; but if ever he gave his opinion in 
ſuch trivial affairs, the perſons forwarned fared well by their con- 
ſultation ; for his judgment was referred to like a. petty oracle, amd 
the end was always oblerved to anſwer bis prediction. But though 
Dick was yet a boy, he was not conſulted by boys only ; his pene» 

tration and inſight into things of a higher nature, got air, and, 
being atteſted by credible witneſſes, won him the eſtecm of perſons 
of diſcretion and character. | 
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h pick SPOT, THE CONJUROR. | 7 
Beſore he had attained his twelfth year, he was the oracle to be 
applied to in many difficult points; ſuch as for the recovery of 
ſtrayed catile, ſtolen goods; and even to give bis opinion upon the 


probability of marriage between parties who were anxious tor. 


that happy union, His aunt Deborah, who was a very diſcreet 
ſort of a woman, very much diſliked this propenbity in her nephew, 
alt uough the practi ſed it herſelf, and often denied him when he was 
at home; but, in general, the ſecking party would be ſure to 
meet with him foon in the town, diverting himſelf with his com- 
panions ; when he was conſulted with as much ſolicitude and credit 
to himſelf, as the Tripos of Apollo was at Delphos in ancient times, 

It was highly entertaining to ſee this young village conjuror taken 


aſide from his companions by people of reſpectability, and friends - 


who were hunting for him, to get out of him his opinion upon mat- 
ters of moment. His fame ſpread ſo faft and wide, that perſons 
from the adjacent, as well as from diſtant counties, came to con- 


ſalt him; and ſome by letters referred to his judgment, through 


the medium of the town people of .Bakewell, for his advice in the 


probability of ſucceſs; and once particularly, when a mine was 
to be opened, the owner of the eftate abſolutely queſtioned him as 


to the richneſs of the vein, with other particulars relating thereto, 


L 


to be in poſſeſſion of the real gift of prophetic foreſight. 


His habit of fortune-telling; as it may be called, obtained him 
ſo much credit, that he had a perfect muſeum of play things, for. 
every one added ſomething to his ſtore, It was not women only, 


or perſons in love, that conſulted him upon trivial affairs, but men 
of property, and merchants who had veſſels upon the ſea, were 


glad of his opinion upon the ſecurity of their property, which 


they looked upon to be as ſafe as the uncer- writers names for the 
value of the cargo. Tf he but told them that the ſhip would ar- 


tive ſafe, and return ſafe, they made themſelves eaſy, and enjoyed 5 


a calm of mind unknown to an anxious uncertainty, and ſtatè of 


unealineſs. Had his mind been directed towards gaming, he mutt ; 
have realized a great fortune; for he was the means of conſiderable. - 


ſums being won by his conſulters, who were ſure to come off win- 


ners, if they follo»ed his adgice in obſerving the profperous-hours - 
of gaming, and abſtaining from play when fortune was adveric. . 
For the verification of this, one Mr. Darwin, who had retired * 
from the public line of buſineſs, having long kept the George Inn 
at Bakewell, having little elſe to do, played more for amuſement 


than gain, ſometimes tried the evil hour. witen he was cautioned b 


the boy not to hazard a game, and conſtantly loſt it; though he did 
his beſt, and uſed more circumſpection than at other times when he 
won. At firſt, as he told me, he would try, when the boy foretold him 


his ill-forrune, whether it would prove true, and relying upon the 


mere chance and turn of the game, he had always, as he oblerved, . 
a ran of I- luck on thoſe forbidden days and hours; and he never 


_ of good luck, if he. chofe the fortunate. hours directed by | 


- AJ: 


all which he anfwered ſo muck to his credit? that be was reputed : 
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That ſome ſnpernatural a of ſpiritual inſpiration. was the 
peculiar gift of n all. knew him, can yes z 55 
the moſt ſcrupulous of his admirers muſt admit, that he perfor 
what no other power but magic could camp, but leaving that 
out of the queſtion, the power of the ſecond fight of the Iſlanders 
of Scotland is ſufficient to account for all bis fore-knowledge. Dr. 
Johnſon's journey to the Weſtern Iſlands, was chiefly performed to 


aſcertain the wonders of this gift, and he returned fully ſatisfied. 


of its certainty and effect. The following may ſerve in one in- 
tance, as well as a thouſand, A gentleman's ſervant, a very ſe- 
rious man, who knew Dick's mother, called upon them one moru- 
ing early, when, as ſoon as young Morris ſaw him, he told him 
he ſmelt ſome veniſon, and he was ſure they 'would ſhortly. have 
ſome in the houſe. He was right, for his friend vas Juſt going to 
the inn, to receive a fide of veniſon for his maſter, which he Be 
returned with, as a preſent from another gentleman, who reſided ak 


Matlock, /and who was coming to make a 11. Bakewell for two 
or three . Mr. Morris's actions have been as ſeverely ſcru- 


tinized as the ſhrewdneſs of 8 could invent; and though 


many of his tranſackions are not caſily reconcileable to mechanical 
principles of ſcience, yet he mult be exonerated from the criminal 


 3mputation of magic or necremancy.. , 


r. Morris's actions being upon a better foundation of credit 


khan uſually ſuch relations ſtand on, whoever attempts to ridicule 


them, will, inftead of turning them into jeft, become the object of 
ridicule themſelves. "og | 1 

Mrs. Heathcote, his aunt, died when he was about ſeventeen 

years of age, and he was then left to his own management, at a 

time when youthful tollies are apt to bring young men into - 

Ms; but this was not the caſe with Dick ; for his kill 

in divination, as will hereafter appear, ſaved him from the ſhoals 


of dillipation z and as he was fituated rather about the werld, his 


reſiſting the temptation to err might be ſuppoſed to he the greater. 
wonder. 1 


His reputation had ſo far increaſed, that he received the moſt 


-  fattering invitations from the neighbouring as well as the various 


entry who viſited the wonders of Derbyſhire; and the baths at 
atiock being then the greateſt reſort of all that was fair and 


lite at that time, he made that his reſidence during the ſummey 
ſeaſon for many years. 


He was not a twelvepenny fortune teller, like the conjurors of 


London, who have only learnt the knack of ſcratching a few ob- 
lique Lines, which they call a figure, and ſay it is aſtrology; nenher 
did he attempt to make an almanack ; but his opinion was ſo cer- 
fain, that the fixſt families in the kingdom had recourſe to him for 
advice, and- his delicacy on theſe occaſtens was only equalled by: 
the certainty of its truth. Among innumerable inſtances, the ac» 
eompliſhment of the following circumitanees is undeniable. The: 
late Dr. Woodward, his wife, ſon, and daughter, being at the 


bath at Matlock, bad an inclination to ſte this wonderful man gg 


* 
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have concealed from the the ultimate fate of her daughter, 


Dick SPOT,” Tut CONJUROR | &#& 
They accordingly conſulted him ; and fain would be 


in particular; but he had gone too far, and therefore was obliged 
to own to the old lady what he had not entirely concealed from the 
ſather; which was, that in leſs then fix months ſhe ſhould be de- 
prived of her daughter by the ſmall-pox. The pang 0p was 
then about ſixteen ; and if an evilcould by prevented by forecaſt, or 
eluded by art, ſhe had the faireſt opportunity of having. his words 
proved falſe, for ber father was a very eminent phyſician ; and di6- 
tempers of this kind are much more eaſily prevented by care, than 
cured, by art ; for when there is timely caution uſed by the door, 
to the body againſt the danger of the poiſon, every hope. 
may be entertained. But neither Mr. Morris's admanitions, noo 
her father's ſkill and prevention; were ſuſſcient tor ward off the 
approaching evil; for ſha died, as was foretold ; and her mother 
ſoon after followed her to the grave, | 6 
A very different fortune was predicted. by the ſeer, to her bro- 
ther, only then eight years old. Longevity in the ſervice of his 
country, and an honourable retirement, would cloſe his career. In 
fact, he is ſtill living : he was at the battle of Dettingen, Jane 16, 
1743, where the King was preſent ; and afterwards at the battle of 
1 in the King's on regiment. According to _ newſs 
| the preſent month, „ 1798,) be offered hu ice, 
for the defence of bis * Geng Howe, K. . oo 
manding the eaſtern diviſion of ferces at Colcheſter, and remains & 
living and convincing proef of Mr. Morris v ſuperior ſkill in future 
contingencies. , . en 
The above prediftion was made about the year 1729, before” 
Dick attamed his twentieth year, and when the number of his con- 
ſultors were ſb conſiderable, that numbers were obliged to remain. 
many weeks for their interview. | | | 
Neither did his fame in this part of the country ever ſuffer the 
leaſt diminution 3 for when he was there laſt, in „ 179005 
a certain hopeful heir, hearing of his fame, got admi to MW., 
and, after anſwering ſome general queſtions, the querent aſked, . 
« What does my mother think of me?” Why,“ anſwered Dick, 
« the thinks you are the greateſt rake alive; and I think you the 
greateſt fool for many parts of your conduct.“ The converſatian- 
ſoon ceaſed, not being agreeable to the illuftrions inquirer : but Þ 
have often heard Dick ſay ſince, that de believed his bigh- horn 
cuſtomer would never like or forget the leſſon he carried away. 
While he was at Matlock, he conſtantly lodged at the Quarry! 
Houſe, with Mrs. Moore, a widow, who kept it for companys 
This lady, from the numerous ſuit of viſitors which conſtantſy at- 
tended Dick; when at her houſe, took it into her head to © ſet her 
cap at him z* but he was à bind not to be taken by chaff. He knew 
her circumſtances better than herſelf ; and her impatience to wed, - 
got her at laſt into a labyrinth of trouble, which nothing but death 
extricated her from. Her children, as Mr. Morris had foretold her, 
une to unlucky ends the eldeſt boy was extented at Devizes, fos 
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their father in-law, and were both loſt, with the ſhip they were 


time, that, to enjoy himſelf without diſturbance, he was often n- 
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take with him to another inn, to enter more fully into particulars 


This was the caſe with a merchant, who with much importunity 


concomitant. circumſtances. to 6x in trade, were always ge- 


nent to impoſſible, that perſons who trade ſhould not ſometimes 
gain ſurprifingly as well as loſe exceedingly But Diek | wab not 
done of thoſe who went by guſs, or firſt drawing the facts from the 


but you mult meet it with grace and courage, when-I tell you it 


- canuat drink your wife's health: ſhe will prove worſe to you than 


— 


8 


* 


ſheep- ſtealing : the two others went abroad, upon the ill. uſige of 


in, in the Straights of Sunda, in the Indian Seas; and the herfclf 
ſurvired her ſecond huſband but a ſhort time: his want of condut 
had driven them out of the houſe, and grief ſhortly after put u 
period to her exiſtence. b 8 
The appetite of curioſity, which daily brought him ſo many 
viſitors, while it encreaſed his finances, occupied to much of his 


duced to travel many miles, to eſcape the impertinence of imnquirers, 
"moſtly of the female ſex, who preſſed, all eager to know when for- 
tune would take them from the ſervitude of their friends to the ſo- 
ciety of huſbands, Ve Og” 4 | * 
His firſt buſineſs with bis viſitors was, after touching the 
fee, to tell them their names, occupation, place of abode, and the 
purpole they came about; and he was always more particular with 
-the men than with the ladies; for ſome of the gentlemen he would 


than be well could at the place where they came to conſult him. 


got him to his own houſe in the neighbourhood of Matlock, and, 
after a couple of bottles, and ſome general converſation, he in- 
formed his entertainer, that he ſhould joon hear of very great miſ- 
fortunes at ſea, greater than one that had paſſed three years before, 
obſervings at the ſame time, „that advantages and lofles being 


neral topics, which perſons unſkilled, or but ſlightly learned, miglit 
"venture to aſſign to any man in his profeſſion ; it being a thipg 


enquirer, and then framing an artſul and ambiguous anſwer. He 
baldly ſketched and pattieularized the future misfoFtunes, as well 
as the ſucceſsſul circumſtances, which were to happen. | 
„ Vou will,“ continued Dick, ** ſoon have a run of ill luck; 


will be but momentary; therefore refolve to meet it: what it is [ 
ſhall relate to you while we drink another bottle ; bat remember, I 


the ſtorms which will enrich-Neptune's dominions with the ſpoils 
of the three ſhips you have a ſhare in at this moment. A »worie 
ftorm than alk this attend you at home. . The high tide of her ex- 
travagance, and the violent wind of her vanity, will wreck your 
already dilaſtered ſhip in the ha ven of adverſity; but be comtorted; 


I- ſee a fo tunate ei cumſtance in your favour; but this time I ſhal 
wave letting you- know. what that is. For the prefect go home, 
and be reſolute to meet your near unlucky fate. But delpair not, 
man] and remember the wretched to- day may be the happy to- 
row. The merchant was obliged to retire at laſt, without 
ſatisfa tion. of kgowing what was ſa much in his favor, aftey 


— 
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duch cruel di ſaſters as wert ſbom ta follow: I ſhort, he went 
ome, and in about three months after failed, ami being in a large 
ay, cauſed many more to become WHERSAS in thee place, which 
vas Cheſter field. <3? 

About half a year aſter, the: {ame merchant came again, and told 
um, © that his fiſt prediction was tod far verified to his cot; 
nd that his affairs were in ſuch conſuſion, that he thoughe them 
ond any vikble means of a future lecovery; and doubting leit 
de other or more fortunate part of the prediction was only told him 
dy way of encouragement, conjured: him moſt carnefdiy- to inform 
im, if there was yet any: hopetul reverfiew for him in this world, 
pon this, Dick made a ſhort aucł very ſignificant reply, advifing 
im to take care of himſelf with mighty circumſpechion; telling 
im, at the (ame time, that that day month, the Friday, he would 
de in fatal danger of hie life. He coloured immediately upon this 


Said ntelligence; and deſired Mr. Morris; warmly, to explam bimſelf y 
lang Nut no more would he tell, only repeating, © that, without ex- 
nim. Nerdinary precaution, it would prove fatal to him eren to death. 


He then hook his beat, and retired. So the Augur warned Car 


yo”, 0 ** bewpre of the Ides of March.“ 
*y Friday paſty Saturday morning came; and on that very Satur- 
© {Wy morning came likewiſe the joyfubexpreſy of the ſafe arrival of 


conſiderable property which: had long been givers over for loſt ar 
ea. He came the moment he received theſe diſpatobes from his 


ge, Ce, 0 Diok, and thanked bam with gladneſs, amidſt a nage 
night enpany at the bath ; declaring, that Mr. Morris had ſaved hie 
hivg ife 3. for Friday was his birth day + and that he intended to 
imes Woot himſelf, tor which purpoſe he had previ provided him 


- not af with & pain of piſtols. 
1 the From tbe foregoing, as well us the foll relation of ſacte, 
He t. will appear plain, that ſome things are entirely in our powery 
walk mile others. are as plainly: removed from our reach, and that Pro- 

| dence has wiſely hid the Book of Deſtiny from the inquiſitive- 


uck j yes of men. 4 ? 

ou it The fame which Mr. Morris acquired by the certninty of hn 
is 1 Nrognoſtecatione, ſpread; farther and tarthey 3 and was-Þ to attempt 
er, I laing very perſon's ſtory that E daily hear of, even now here id 


Londen, L ſhould exceed the bounds of a conſiderable volumes 
His reputation reached Paris; for in the year 17439, his lege that 
woris an encemiattical character of him, is given in the Magazin des 
er ex. deavans, where he is compared to Noſtradamus hamiely, and to a 

your afſo, who, it is there ſaid, had an attendant genius. | 75 
But ſuch reputation as Mr. Morris now poſſeſſod, could not be 
ſhalb Nrioyed without, ſome envy. Even a couſm of his, one Geo 
10me, E: thcote, {et wp m Chetterfield for a tortune- teller, and in Ws 
r noty Pills cried-down Dick as an impeſtoy. But there cam be no wonder 
y to- 7 this; for the foregoing named Noſtradamus (though favoured by 
thour Nings and Queens, which always, without any other reaſon, creates: 
| aftep Nemies)q was net more pur ſued by envy and detraytion for his pro. 
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1a | "THE LIFE. OF 
ditions in France, than our Dick Morris was in England, his de. 
tractors continually throwing dirt, that ſome might ſtick. 

An affair happened about this time, that occaſioned much dif. 
courſe in the country, and ſerved to eſtabliſh his reputation as 2 
certain-myfterious foreteller of future events, and proved that he cau! 
excelled. in practice as much as Ovil did in the theory of meta- wer 
morphoſes. | 


It was in the ſummer ſeaſon at Buxton Wells, when that place ert 


ſhire, and Leiceſterſhire, and the neighbouring counties; the ſame 
year that Old Duke William of Cumberland, the uncle to his pre. F 
fent Majeſty, was there, the ſummer after the Rebellion, 2745-6, MW cli 
Dick, who delighted in ſurpriſing and aſtoniſhing the public, the fam 


a better to carry on his unaccountable deception, diſguiſed himielf in (er 


the character of a wealthy old gentleman, who had come hither for ed 
the benefit of the waters, and for the relief the gout, The buſtle pu 
of the place, the concourſe of viſitors, the variety of entertaineiW. 29 
ments, and every poſſib'e fort of amuſement, added to the pleature vin 
of meeting with many an old friend and acquaintauce, ſeemed to ru 
promiſe Dick that his time would not hang heavy upon his bands MW - 
and the diſguiſe he aſſumed promiſed-him recreation and pleaſure, co 

The inn in which he lodged being one of the firſt in the town, vo 
was crowded with ſtrangers ſrom all parts of the country, among dit 


whom Dick diſtinguiſhed himſelf, and attradted univerſal notice, by MW ec 


the ſingularhy of his dreſs, the bluntneſs of bis manners, and af c 
kind of myſtical reſerve in alk his actions. His appearance com- e 
manded reſpect; no Quaker could exceed him in gravity of coun- re 


| tenance;z no Popiſh Jew in extent of beard z for, upon this dc- bl 


cafion, he aſſumed a very capacious one. A flrange high hairy p. 
cap, and long baviyan, gave him tuch an oriental lock, that his 0. 
oldeſt friends did not recogniſe him. He occupied the beſt apart- v 
ment in the inn; was attended by his own ſervant p*ook no notice Il f 
of, much leſs entered into converſation with, any of his fellow . + 
lodgers; went out regularly every day after dinner, and ſeldom re- 

turned home till midnight. Though he daily walked about the Wl - © 
town, he was never once ſeen to aflociate with a ſingle individual; b 
but walked vp and down, ſolitary and penſive, like a man op- l. 


preſſed with care; and whoſe looks augwied the moſt intenſe ftu- i 1 


diouſneſs upon ſome important ſubject. c 
His extraordinary character and appearance excited every ones © 


curioſity to be better acquainted with him : for this purpoſe, in. 


quiries were circulated all round; but it was impoſſible to procure WY © 
the ſmalleſt intelligence about him. The landiord was aked ; but MY f 
the hoſt, ſhrugging up his ſhoulders, anſwered only with a fig -u 
nificant ſhake of his head; and the waiters were as ignorant as e 
their maſter : in fact, nobody feemed to know any ching about him. I .? 
The company had not been a month in Buxton, before almoſt ! 
every one there miſſed ſome valuable article or other: ſome lot þ 
their purſes, ſeveral their ket-books; the ladies loſt ther 
minatures, lockets, fars, and even the rings from off their fingers. 
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Theſe loſſes were attributed by ſome. to their own careleſſneſs ; - 


and others placed what they miſſed to the account of ſome-dex- 
is def terous profetſor of legerdemain, who had followed the company to 
eaſe them of theſe precious valuables. His Highneſs was not him- 
h diſ. Wl {elf exempt from the general collection; for he alſo loſt his gold 


as aff watch. However, every one prudently determined to be more 


at he Wl cautiovs and cireumſpect in future, till, day after day, freſh lofles 
neta- were diſcovered ; cloaths, male and female paraphernalia was miſ- 


ſing. . The waiters and the ſervants were queſtioned ; theſe, how- 


place MW ever, not only diſclaimed all knowledge of the frauds, but com- 
prey loudly themlelves of various articles of their own being got 
rangely out of their poſſeſſion. | b 
« May I be damned if 1 ſpend another night in Buxton!“ ex- 
claimed an_outrider from London, who had loſt his order: book, 
 famples and all. You muſt certainly have left them at home,“ 
(cried his companion z) when poſting back to the houſe, he unpack- 
ed his trunk, and emptied its contents upon the floor; but all to no 
purpoſe; pocket book, notes, and ſamples, were itrecoveiably 
gone. The greatneſs of his loſs hardly ſuffered him to be con- 
vinced of its reality ; and, after ſearching all night, renewed his 
 rummaging next morning, but with no better ſucceſs than before. 
„It is wonderful (but ſtill it is ane ſo much property was 
conveyed away nobody knew where, | 
no ſuſpicion fell upon any one in particular. Dick's reſerve and 
diftance kept off all ſuſpicion ; but by what confederacy it was ex- 
e, by W ecutcd, it us not in the power of the mind of man to gueſs. The 
and a M confuſion which theſe daring and repeated civil depredations bc- 
com- cafioned in the place, is eaſier gueſſed than deſcribed; and the 
couneW reader muſt recolle&, there was not at that period a police eſta» 
s oc- MY bliſhment there, like that of Bow Street, now in London. The 
hairy public crier was fully employed; and hills, deſetibing articles, and 
t bis offering rewards, were every where ſtuck up. The London rider 
part- was the firft who took it into his head to apply to the unſdciable 
ot ice entleman for advice: it ſome how hit his fancy, that he might 
254 or gueſs ſomething of the ſtiay articles. af 
m re. He poſſed away early to the inn where Dick was before the time 
t the of His riling. He found the ſervant up; and, after ſending up 
wat; bis compliments, tor his intruſion at ſo early an hour, waited be- 
n op- low with patience until Mr. Spot, the ſtrange gentleman, a $21.7 0 
e ſtu- The ſerious look Which he put on, ſufficiently indicated that he 
came to alk ſome important queſtionz and Dick, who read phy- 
one; fiognomy ſhrewdly, gueſſed his errand. "Nt ; 
„ in- « You have been robbed,” ſaid Dick, as he entered the room. 
ocure i © Yes,” replied the rider, of my pocket book, order book, and 
but famples, *. ſome other articles beſides: but what gives me moſt 


a bg- BY uneaſimeſè, is my employer's zerty.*”* © Give yourſelt no un- 
5 eaſmeſs further,” replied Pick. '% Go home, and = will find all 
him. your articles in the window-ſeat where you left them, and take bet- 
lmot. ter care in future,” He ftood mute with aſtoniſhment, The ſame 
e lot band which conveyed away one perſon's things, had no doubt car- 
their 3 | L - 4 


w, nor ” whom; and yet 


- 
a tt act e © 


ere 


" 


* 
a — 


ks dn 


— — W 


822 * 


* 
K 


1 1 * 2 * K 
* pe 
1 F 
. 


- 
: 
£ « 
6 £. 
* 
L. 
* 
7 
| 
* 
+ 
$#: 2X 
+; : 
4] 
: * 


14 THE LIFE OF on 
. ried away the reſt; this rendered the rider extremely anxiot 
- know the offender ; but before he was fefficiently recoveretl fro; 
his furprixe to commence his enquiries, Dick had left the roon 
The rider was in too a hurry to repoſſefs his articles, 
2 * the inn ; and being quite a stranger to the fingular chi 
racer which had juſt given him ſuch agreeable mtimation, he pri 
- -dently withdrew with joy and haſte to his lodgings, where he foun 
nis reoni door open, and the very identical articles in the feat of t 
- window, He examined them, und found his notes ſafe and u 
touched. He Rood petrified with amazement. His relation to hi 
' acquaintance of his tucceſs in recovering his property in ſo finguh: 
n manner flew He lightning; it was told with rapidity, and 
Uiftened to with avidity. In a few hours every one was informed 
of the London rider's good tack, and no Tels than above a ſcore 
determined next morning to viſit the ſage. | | 
Not only thofe who miſſed property, but all thoſe whofe curioſit 
urged them out of bed at an early hour, befieged Dick Spot's lodg. 
ing at his im; but no Dick Spot was there; nor his man had not 
been neither. The waiters were queſtioned whether the range 
n had returned to the inn laſt might? They anfwered i 
the negative. Haz he leſt Buxton then? did he make any men- 
ti travelling? . - ads 
% To have taken any notice to us of his intended journey, re. 
plied the waiter, © would be contrary to the myſterious relerve of 
His character. It is, however, probable enough, that he is gone. 
His reckoning he ſettles every after dinner ; and as to trunks 
or baggage, we have ſeen none of the kind alohg with him.“ 


„ Sappoſe we Rep to his apartmem We are curious, ſaid 


ſome, to fatisfy ourſelves about this ſtrange gent leman, whether 
be is actually or not. The key in the door but, 
except ing the uſual furniture of the room, not the fnaltel trate 
was there of amy perſon having todged in it. 2 | 
This was a great diſappoimtment to the viſitors and nothing 
but patience, the great remedy for all things of the fort, could de 


applied. Dick, who eably foreſaw what effect his indicating the 
| reflormion 


of the rider's property would have upon the public 
mind, and not caring to be beſet wirh fuch a throng of vifiters at 
once, had fet off, and, with his man Miles, had taken a private 
apartment, at 'a fmall farm- houſe, a mort diſtance between Mat. 
"Jock and Buxton. | | | 
Previous to the rider's leavmg the place, he had been fopplicd 
vy one of his maſter's cuſtomers there with a note of 231. upon a 
ſubſtantial houſe at Derby: and being low in caſh, and the bill 
being drawn payable at fight, he fet out next morning after break- 
faſt to get the money. He met with no difficulty in finding ont 
the houſe ; but had ſo mach the more in finding his pocket - book, 
which, after feeling for, firſt in his right pocket, then in his left—- 


"then in the right again, and fo on alternately for a full half hour 


was actually miſſing, 


Yrivate 
Mat- 
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This was worſe and worſe; a freſh loſs, and where -to repair at 


ul, and buſy in ſearching his pockets for his books, which, bow- 
gver, did not appear. He returned to the inn again, and *. 
the ſtory in the kitchen, a poſt-chaiſe boy obſerved, that he 
juſt brought up a lady and gentleman from Bakewell, for the ex- 
preſs purpoſe of confult ing the cunning man whom they had mer 
that evening on the road. In deſeribing his dreſs, there remained 
no doubt but it was the myſterious gentleman who bad helped the 
rider to his property at a, and whom. ſo many viſitors at the 
Wells wiſhed to conſult. 1 W 
The third or fourth day after his diſappearance, he returned 
again to the ſame lodgings he had occupied before. He had not 
been there many hours betore it was known-all over the place, that 
the ſtrange wonderful gentleman was come back to his old quarters, 
1 hey beſet the houſe, each being eager to conſult him, and to en- 
quire after ſome loſt or firayed articles. .Amang the, foremoſt of 
thele was the above-mentioned rider, who yet way hopeful of hear. 
ing of his pocket; book and note, which had been, as he though,, 
purlojned from bim ſo unactountably. As ſoon, therefore, as bg 
heard the news, he repaired to Dick's landlord, Who had juſt re- 
ceived à parcel from a carrier, directed to him; but without ad, 
vice, and ftiom whom was all a myſtery, Upon opening it, he di“ 
covered; various articles of property ſeparately wrapped up, and 
all directed to different perſons, The landlord meeting the rider in 
the palſage; accoſted him with more than uſual gaiety.  _ 
«6 Sir, he began, 4 1 have an agrees ble piece of news to com> | 
municate, that will, I make no doubt, afﬀfoxd you equal pleaſure - 
and ſurpriſe, I underſtand, Sir, that during your ſtay hete, you - 
have had the-misfortune to loſt ſomething, and to recover it again 
as ſurpriſingly.” i 1 
16 That, indeed, iv but too true,“ he replied, with à look that 
ſeemed to aſk, whether this was the pleaſant and furprifng news he 
had to announce. „ nee 
i Theſe lofſes,” continued the innkeeper, “ have been produc- 
tive of much trouble and, uneafiveſs to me, as well as. the loſers, 
Sir z for the credit of an inn, you know, Sir“ % But to =; 
matter of fat,” abruptly ſpoke the rider, interrupting him. 4 Is , 
your wonderful old Jew. looking Turk of s lodger at home, who. 
helped, me to my pocket. book and other things a_ few days ago? 
tor I have ſince oh it again, with 4 five andetwenty pound note in 
itg and 1 verily believe he DEALS with.the VIV.“ ag 196 
Tae Innkeeper (hook his heal. At the ſame inflant he was. 
called off to attend ſome company, who, came likewiſe to adviſe - 
— 1 reſtorer of loſt goods tor the recovery of ſome things they; , 
1 1 f P N, 
But how great was the ſur iſe. of many, to find 'he very ar- 
ticles they came to enquire after. in the landlord's poſſeſhion, di- 
rected to themſelves ! By what means theſe had been fiilt obtained, 
there was little room to doubt, * the returs of them without 


e knew not. Evening approached, a''d found him verv thought> 4 


= is M2& \.a. 4 
* r . 
; a 


19% 71 ini” er rut en 


18 4 THE LIFE Of  - 


a fee; was in the higheſt degree myſterious. This diſintereſted pro- 


ceeding, and unaccountable integrity, ſurpriſed all the company, 


and made every body more and more inquiſitive after theſe ſingu- 
lar circumftances. Amongſt the foremoſt who calpe to aſk after 
Diek, was a ſhopkeeper who mifſe his ledger. Hd and the rider 
had the luck to obtain an audience with him the Arſt. To the 
tradeſman he ſaid, ** Go home, make yourſelf eaſy ; your ledger 
is at preſent at Birmingham, whither you ſent it yourſelf to your 
correſpondent ; for you packed it up yourſelf by miftake in the 
hurry you was in on Wetdnelday 1laft, and you will receive it ſaſe 


back again on Monday next.” * Young man, ſ#id' he to the 


rider, «* your pocket-book and its contents are ſaſe: look under 
your bed; you hid it there in à dream in the night and if you 
don't fetch it away directly, it will get into another direction; 
and the money for the draft will be obtained by the fervant maid's 
Tweet heart, to whom ſhe will give the bock as ſoon as the finds it.“ 
He went back, and found it juſt as deſcribed te him. He ten- 
dered the bill for payment the ſame morning, aud leſt the country, 
2 every where the ſkill and generoſity of the myſterious 
ranger. | | | | 
Wherher it is choice or neceſſiry dire&s us in the purſuits of 
what pleaſes or ſuits the turn of our genius, I hail not here ven- 
ture to decide, Mr, Morris's talent was eminently remarkable for 
creating ſurpriſe, and ſometimes terror; and where he was known, 
robberies were ſeldom or never committed; and when done, the 
goods, if enquired after of him, were ſure to be reftored to the 
owner ; though in no inſtance that has ever come to my hearing, 
did he ever impeach the thief, While he was here diſguiſed, a 
houſe was robbed of all the cloaths after waſhing; that were hung 
out to dry. Upon application to him, he cqnforted them with the 
intelligence, that in three weeks time, Ml the things would be 
brought back in a large bundle, and thivwn over the wall into the 
yard, which happened exactly according to his word, A notice of 
this is mentioned in the Gentleman's Magazine, fo” July, 1792. 
His fee, when he took one, was never leſs than a guinea z hut he 
would anſwer a letter for half; and he always profeſſed to return 
the money, if circumſtances failed of turning out as he foretold. 
In many caſes he refuſed preſents, though from the wealthy. It 
is . and furprifing that none knew him in Buxton through 
his diſguiſe 5 but the aſtoniſhment ceaſes a little, when it is con- 
ſidered, his reſerve, retirement, and taciturnity of diſpoſition, made 
him more talked of than perſonally known, even at his uſual place 

of reſidence, Bakewell. | he Wits Chat b 
Hitherto he had not taken up the profeſſion of a fortune · teller 
in a regular way, but rambled about doing fingular feats, ſome- 
times for money, but of ener for his amuſement. He once called 
upen a gentleman he did not know, at his country reſidence, and 
told him qne of his ſervants was diſhoneſt, and robbed bim daily, 
and would be the caute of his death, if he kept him in his ſervice 
to the end of the year; but yet he would not tell him which it was 
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and evident of further powers, their effects muſt ſurpriſes and re- 
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of three; * 0 which the gentleman diſcharged them all. A 
Mort time after a mer Book ar bill coming 'in, indicated plainly 
enough which it was: but the matter: dropped there; and the 
maſter's life was, perhaps, preſerved by the augury of Dick Spot. 
By what means he was enabled to 2 ſuch uncommon things 
is the firſt conſideration of a reflecting perſon ; but much more 
amazing ſtories are reported of him by the Shrewſbury and Shrop< 
ſhire people, who knew him for the laſt 30 years of his life, than 
] would wiſh to relate, as fearing the imputation of fabulous nar« 
ration. Reaſon can only judge what is in human power, from 
certain indubitable operations and viſible effects only., When 
there are not à ſufficient number of examples and teſtimonies clear 


main queſtionable by every one who has not ſeen the practice of 
fuch abilities or genius. | | . | | 
The removal and deſtrucrion of Mrs. Golding's effects at Stock 
well, in 1772, though perfectly out of the rules of common oc- 
eurrences, and the re ſult of ſome oocult property which time here- 
after may diſcover, is not more extraordinary than many of Mr. 
Morris's actions, ſome few of which 1 shall netice;- but I ſhalt 
confine myſelf chiefly to his character as a teller of fortunes. 
He was met with once on the road between Matlock and Buxton 
by a per ſon who knew him well; and coming by a man who was 
faſt aſlcep on ſome loſe hay in a field, ſays his friend. Cannot 
ou make fome ſport with that man? Juſt ſtop now, and frighten 
him out of his ſleep. Stop, replied Dick, „ a-tew minutes. 
Now look at him.“ Juſt as he ſaid theſe words, the man ſtarted 
up, and ran precipitately- off, leaving his fork and hat upon the 
ground. H fconred away until he came to a-pond of water, into 
which he plunged himſelf, eloaths and all. But he ſoon came out 
again; and when he returned to his fork and hat, Dick and his 
acquaintance alked him what occaſioned him to run into the water 
fo tat. Why, I dreamed,” anſwered he, „that I was in a 
houſe on fire, and that my cloaths had catched, and I awoke and 
found mylelſ in the water.. % 218 SEES 
Though ſo cloſe and reſerved, his propenſity to ſerve the pooreſt 
perſon was too viſible to be overlooked, Matlock: was then but a 
very pocr place, i: habited chiefly by labourers in the quarries, who 
moſtly live in hovels of their own erection, not bigger than hog-- 
ſtyes. At this place he diſcovered an induſtribus ſtone-hewer, who 
' hewed more ſigns of ingenuity than might be expected from a per- 
ſon of his claſs. The fact was, the man had intuitively inſtructed 
; himſelf in- the firſt principles ot Algebra, a fcignce of which Dick 
. was mighty fond. This was enough: Dick adviied him, and lent 
him money to come up to London, which he did, and, according 
to his prediction, advanced himſelf by marriage with a maſter chim- 
ney-ſweeper's 1 ous in Wormwood«ftreet, London Wall. 
He continued thus to give advice upon all future actions in a 
moſt remarkable and certain manner. Health, ſickneſt, riches, 


marriages, preferment, journies, 7 all the incidents of life, even 
* i 2 


* 
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1 warning ſome of their deaths, But when character was, involved 
ill mim the queſtion, or might be aſfed ed by the anſwer, he was very 
il eautious and tender in that point. Robbery and diſhonourable prac - 
i tices he. often diſcovered ; but ſeduction before marriage, or in- 
i 


fiddity afterwards, he but ſparingly indicated. One inſtance, how- 
1 ever, I cannat help mentioning, becauſe it is remarkable. A lady 
Wi: waited upon him one morning with two or three of her friends, a 
7 | . gentleman, and a ſervant in livery. None of theſe knew ought of 
her, but that her conduct was as diſcreet as it ought to be. Now 
| this lady was very unbelieving; and, after putting ſeveral frivolous 
queſtidns,, and expreſſing many doubts of the truth of his anſwers, 
and much impertinence, he told her, that he did not take fees in 
bis way to be made a jeit of, like à common fortune teller, bat to 
do real ſervice to his coniulters, if they would take warning by hie 
advice; and that perſons of the firſt faſhion had been to Him, and 
behaved better thau ſhe did; ſo ſaying; he offered ber her guinea 
back ; but the had more geaerobty than to; take it, and declared, 
ſhe came for the purpoſe ot hearing a little ot his knowledge. After 
a Mort pauſe, he gave her this warning, I can tell zou your 
name, your connenions; and, if you mean to make a jeſt of me, 
bew.'re. of yourſelf ! You are not a mai, wiſe, or widow! You 
have a child at nurſe at Wirkefworth 3 and yew were brought to 
hed in Leiceſterſhire. The fat her of the child is at preſent upon 2 
voyage to the Eaſt Indies; but you will die before he ceturns; for 
| - dolid-happinels is not for you. You are welcome to your money back 
7 ain. Woman! I am no deceiver : if you ſeek flattery, ſeck it 
[ ewherez' my worde are the diftates of truth.)“ It is in the 
j power of the writer of this narrative. to aſſure the reader, Mr, 
| Morris's words came exactly true ; far (be ſoon alter died, in con- 
ſequence of a cold caught in her feet at the funeral of a relation, 
Mx. Mortis was often vexed by people coming to him diiguilked, 
"oo and in maſquerade. He had ſuſfered from an inſolent aſſault of 
moe ruffians, if nis wonderful forecaſt had not preſerned him from 
the intent. The plot was well laid, and ſome women were con- 
cerned ; but Dick was aware of their intention, and fruſtrated it 
in a very comical manner. 5 7 | | 
At the George at Sheffield, ſome out-riders fram town. were in 
the habit of uſing one room in particular: and when, there were 
none, the room was locked up, and no one allowed to ule it. To 
this houſe Dick was invited by a very polite meſſage, intimating, 
i that a ſelect company would be waiting for him at five in the eben- 
wb ing, when ſome ladies, who had particular queſtions to propoſe, 
bi Would attend. The buſineſs of decoying him into the ambiuſcade, 
was undertaken by a woman of the town, hired for the oacaliap, 
| but who was ignorant of the intent of the party who ſent het. 
Dick, whoſe foreknowledge of the affair made him arrange his de- 
fence in a manner that might furprize, as well as confound, theſe 
preſumptuous friends, hired one Old George, a chimney-ſweeper, 
and a drolt fellow. Dick watching his opportunity, and having 
| given hiv aſſociate a clue how to act, plants bim in the rovm, near 


Dick SPOT, THE CONJUROR. - 


the fire-fide, with'a pot of ale beſote him. His - grim appearance 


very much diſpleaſed ene of the riders, who was juſt come in, and 

who, while he went to the bar to complain to the landla;iy-of the 

intruſion, and of the infringement of - privilege, ſuddenly _ 

ared up the chimney, where he remamed, notwithſtanding 

ſmoke that was made, by burning ſome ſheets of brown paper to 
force him down. Preſently the cpmpany came that were to conſult. 
Dick upoh the ſubject of tuturity z and after ſome preliminary con- 

verſation, began to taunt” him with ignorance of their intentions 
towards 'himlelfz and, in ſbort, told him, they would p ove him 
an impoſtor to the whole town. Mr. Spot told them, that be un- 
derſto.d bear- garden as well as they; and if there was a gentleman 
among them, he- ſhould expect genteel uſage. The reply to this, + 
conſiſſed not in words, but action. One of the company, diſguiſed - 
in officer's. clothes, commenced the aſſault, when, in the inſtant, 


down came Old George, the fweep, from the chimneys with a 


whole ſhoal. of ſoot, and running into the midſt of them, put the 
moſt to flight; who imagined it was Old Nick ; and the reſt that 
remained were glad to compound--for their clothes, not caring to 
engage with a buſhel of- looſe foot... The landlady hearing a noiſe, 
came into the room with -a- broom in her hand; and making 
at ſweep, he, to ſave himſelf, once more tries the funneb: up he 
gets, out of fiahty'and knowing the houſe well, deſcends by another 

ve ; and, before the landlady left the room, he was again ſtand-- 
ing behind her, making faces. 

As good luck would have it,, Dick had warded of their blows + 
with tolerable ſucceſs with a quart. pot that ſtood - upon the table; 
and, excepting a chair or two, that get crippled, there was not 
much damage done; and the Pailiſtines -had- nothing: to boaſt, being 


| obliged to run, and leave the conjuror · and his devil behind at laſt. 


He often met with banterers and people ot unbelieving dil politions; 3; 
but they never retired without being completely convinced that hie 
abilities were ſuperior · to the boaſted advertiſements of the London 
Siderial- Artiſts, whoſe chief aiai was- to gain a good living bythe - 
credulity of the ignorant. | b 

The principal ot theſe for the time being were us follows. Mr. 
Creighton, a gentleman and. a ſcholar, but untortunately very poor, 
about 40 years ago, uſed to be followed by great numbers, on ac- 
count of his ſkill in fortune-telling and the medical art. He re- 
ſolved queſtions at the Old. Bailey, a few d6ors from Ludgate Hill, 
on the righi-band hide of the way, His predeceſſor wawone Pere 
kins, an officer of exciſe, who was in his way a very clever aud fkil--- 
ful artiſt, inſomuch that the celebrated Edmund Halley, twenty 
three. years aſtronomer royal at Greenwich, was his good friend, 
and purchaſed his library after his death. Creighton was ſucceedeck 
by ſeveral of various fame. One Powel, from Briſtol, bore the 
greateſt ſway; but his mancœuvres got him into Bridewell, fer 


making a great ſhew with three gilt balls: an Alderman and“ 


Sheriff viſited him, and not knowing them from Common-Council 


(or common) men, they n him for his ignojabeeFor many  -| Þ 
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years pat; that celebrated ſpot has ſtill been diſtinguiſhed for the 
- — ic fortune-tellers, videlicet, the Junoss at the 844610 
o * 0 ee 


- Dick's art of divination was ſurpriſingly accurate and diſerimĩ- 
nating, and made him very poſitive in every caſe. be undertook. A. 
lady's maid in the habiliments of her miſtreſs, ber-mifireſs in her 
own, with their Seng 67 a ſuit of his maſter's, once waitell 
upon Mr. , who, after viewing the fee, obſerved to lady, 
that it — ſignity her — herſelf, nor her a lp 
Rvery ſervant in his maſter's clothes ; no deception could paſs upon 
him, he could always ſee through ſuch. The lady remarking that 
he paid leſs reipect to ber, and more to her ſervants, than he ought, 
as the thought, accuſed kim of want of practiſing manners. 
Morris replied, and aſſured her, that he knew ſeveral chamber» 
maids as genterl and well born as her, and many miſtreſſes more 
aukward and lower bied than their maids ; that he did not go, 
therefore, by the rules of the world, or of gueſi, to judge — 
eught- to be, but by the unalteradle tule of certainty,” and by the 


. knowledge of what actually was. She was, howerer, very di- 
{atisfied with theſe reaſons, and wanted fadly to know more re- 


lating to herſelf; and not fo much about them. She grew warm 

at lau, and began to uſe fuch language as Dick never reliſhed 1 

which the man of knowledge replied, This footman, 

: — will advance himſelt to the degree of a gentleman, and 

have a woman of dittinflion to his wife j while you will degrade 

—— a ſecond martiage, to be the Wirz of a FOOT MAN. 
8 amb 


give him the preference. I have given you fair warning, and 


ill certainly be what I tell you.“ 1 
This coming to pats afterwards exactly as he predicted, and his 
diſappointing to many that had a mind to impoie upon kim, ren- 
de red him, after a while, pretty free from ſuch witty cantrivances; 


- thi now and then ſome would take it into their heads to prac 


petty impoſitions upon him; but he always diſcovered 


them, to the utter diſappoument and moxtification of the con- 

He was very peneſrating in his judgment, and could diſtinguiſh. 
truth from faiſchood in — and, what is ſtill more ſur - 
priſing, be could tell if the narrator was the inventor ob the ſtory 
be told; or whether he was indebted for it to another,” Once I re- 
member, being in company where he fat, hearing all that was 
fad; ben talkstive and forward young man was going on at 

de rate df twenty knots an hour. Dick ſoon ſtopped him witch, 
* 1's: lie. I never heard nor law you before ; but I can tell you 
what you mult own to be tie; and that is, that you are now 
amuſing thie company at the expence of your veracity; You-haveg 
terved near three years in the navy, which you.entered in the be- 


— of 1779. You have been twice home from America, in a 
«= | | Ky 4 


i once with an account of the. capture of 


a <> &4 i.» a ite & woe 


ition is laudable; your condeſcenhon mean: therefore 14 
wholeſome: advice : you way avoid your lot by prudence. but his 
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Ehbarles-Towen, and again with the neus of Prince William's arrival. 
1 could follow you through every ſcene of your life—every here 


to New Vork —on board the Warwick—to Antiguz—the place of 
your birth=-and now to England again but take warning, and 


pray be cautious how you ule the traveller's licence to tell lies.“ 
o obviate the ac cuſation of writing talſchoods about Mr. Spot, 


it will be neceſiary firſt to obſerve, his talent at fortune- telling, 
though great and rare in thoſe days, was not without precedent, 


in former times, according to hiflory, Mr. Thomas May, in his 
hiſtory, book-$th, writes, that % An old man crowding very hard 
to take his leave of King James the Firſt, when he was coming into 
Eügland, being admitted into the royal preſence, took little notice 
of Prince Henry ; but/addreffing himſelf to the Dake of York, 
afterwards Charles the Firit, fell a weeping, to think of the mi. 
fortunes he ſhould undergo ; and that he would-be one of the moſt 
Miſerable and moſt unhappy prinees-that ever was. N 
An old Scotch nobleman, who was remarkable for his gift of 
predifting the future ſortuncs of folks, upon being aſked to vive his 
ment of the then great George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, 
as ſoon as ever he ſaw him, © Piſh !** ſaid he, „he will come to 
nothing 1 I ſee a dagger in his breaſt.” And his fate, it is well 
knoten was decided by Captain Felton, as every reader of hiffory 
muſt remember. N 75 48 9 g 
Sir William Dugdale, ia his Barologium relates, that Major 
General Middleton, afterwards created Lord, going into Kong 
to endeavour to raĩſe a party for King Charles, was told by an old 
gentleman there; that his endeawur was good; but he Would Be 
unſucceſsful; and beſides, that they would put the King to death 
und that ſeveral other | attempts would be made, but all in vain 4 
but that his ſon would come in, but not reign in a long tire 


| yet he would at lat be: refloged, The ſame author relates, tha 


% An old man, in South Wales, told a great man there, of the 
fortune: of his family, and that there ſhould. not be a third male 

eneration; which happened —— Mn, Spot has been: 
rr to make the fame obſer vation ot the Lytileton family, which 
did not produce a third male heir, from the great Lord George. 

Thus the reader may ſee wha: teſpettable authorities may be prog. 

duced, to prove that wonderful and true-prediftions have been de. 
livered by many perſons ip former as well as in our times, T.aty's 
prediction of the French revolution, an hundred years paſt, is ag. 
remarkable ac any I can produce; and wehall find hereaner Mr, 
Spot ſoretelling, in print, lome circumſtances, in a manner as ſur. 
prifing as cer ain, and of which it cannot be ſaid that any fort ot 
deception-couid be in the waye | 1 1560001 $i TION 
Fortune, that does nothing moderately, was fo favorable to Diek, 
that he was now enabled to keep his coach ami livery ſervants ; 
but he ſtill ſaw cuſtamers, moſt of which, it muſt be 0wned} were 
of the fair ſex, who thronged, crowd after crow, to bis houſe, 


| te conſult him about their future occurtences in life, The curious 


rents Were as various in their perſons, age, .qualityy, protefiong 
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wealth and plenty did not make him in the leaſt relax. 


42 ; THE LIFE OF | Hy 
are; and trade; as they were in the curioſity of their minds, and 


the queſtions they had to propoſe to him; ſome of events that lay 


yet as .embries in the womb of time, and were not to come ſome of 
them to @ maturity for birth for many years after; juſt as we 
read in oriental hiſtory, of porcelain clay being ſtored up in the 
earth by curious-artificers,, which their heirs made china ot ſome- 
times more than a century afterwards. | 
Although his property was conhderable, and he was conſidered as 


- an Eiquire, thele-numberleſs cuſtomers were as welcome to him as 


before ;, for he ſeemed to make fortune-telling his delight, and 

| | wh all 
the country round, Staffordſhire, Nottinghamſbire, Warwickſhire, 
Leiceſterſhire, - Cheſhire, and Yorkſhire, the people poured in to 
this wonderful predictor of future events. To all, he would anſwer 


upon the. 7 heads : -+ pw ops Good or bad Children? 
* 


hat kind of life men ſhould lead, and in what condition they 
ſhould die? as to Riches? Honors ? Preferments ? Peace? Plenty? 
and Good Weather? It was likewiſe uſual with perſons that had 


lott any thing, to come to him to be directed, how, with what per - 


ſons, and in what place, they ſhould find their goods. His name 


had even a magical effect upon the clowns ; and his diſcoveries, and 
_ conſequent. reititution of goods to the owners, made him ſeared 


by the evil-:ntended, that his preſence and reſidence were conſidered, 
by all honeſt men, as a benefit to the place. Though he humoured 
his fancy in viſiting many of the leſſer places in-the neighbourhood 
in diſguiſe, he began to-be now ſo well-known, that his arrival an 

where was as ſoon known as if it had been notified in the Publie 
Gazette; and 44 1'll go to Dick Spot, was the uſual tone with 


every one, young and old, who threatened others with ſeeking after 
redreſs tor real or imaginary wrongs. 


* 


Ia the courſe of his public practice as a predictor, many ſimilar 
queſtions and caſes came before him, which it would be as tedious 


as unneceſſary to relate. One is enough of à ſort zaherefore, to 
diverſity this narrative of his life, I ſhail preſent to the reader only 


the moſt myſterious and ſurpriting caſes in which he has rendered 


himſelf ſo f6ngularly famous; oblerving at the ſame time, that man 
is not only left free, even to think, and will evil, but in the per- 


ſect exerciſe of freedom, and alto to doit as far as the laws ot his 
country will allow it : as a proof of this, the tollowing caſe will 
teſtify, and at the ſame time ſhew the impoſſibility of avoiding our 
fate. A wealthy tarmer, near Lackſley Chaſe, in the Weſt Rid- 
ing of Yorkſhire, came o Dick Spot, to know what was become of 
a ſtray poney he had miifled from his. grounds above a month. After 
Dick had intormed him, that all ſearch after it was fruitleſs, for 
it was killed, and the ſæin in a tan-pit 3 he told the farmer that 
he could tell him of ſomething which concerned him a great deal 
more than the trivial loſs of a horſe or a poney ; and that was, he. 
particularly cautiondd him to beware of impure connexions, left a 


decay of nature, 3 from that cauſe, ſhould throw him 


into à conſumption, and ſhorten his exiſtence. Now, in con- 
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ſequence of this warning, the farmer told. me he. became... very 
cautious in his acquaintance ; but, in ſpite of bis precaution, hs 


had ſoon the. misfortune to receive an | ion from à pexſon.he 


ſhould never have ſuſpected, and which, although proper care was 


taken of it, threw him into a decline, likely to put an end. to his 
exiftence z and though the exact time of his meeting with this ac- 
cident was not pointed out by Dick, it would hay eber n in. vain if 
it had z for he told me, that he was ſo ſure of the lady's prefe- 
rence and affection for. him, that had it ,ngt been for that circum- 
fiance be ſhould haxe married her. The fame fat mer waiting 

Dick about the effect of his illneſi 1 his liſe, for he was 

in a ſeeming decline, as he went along, his dag ſtaxted a young 
lereret, and Killed it. He took it vp, and went and hid it in a 
hollow. tree. As ſoon, as he came in, Dick ſaid to him, 2 Why 
did you not bring me the leveret your dag killed, inſtead of hiding it 
m a hollow tree And he refuſed to anlwer him any queſtion until 
he brought It him. After this, he gave the farmer, for his guinea, 
a ſmall bit of paper, curiouſly folded up, and faſtened together, 
with a tri charge not to opens it, or let ay body elſe do ſo, nor 


even to look at it, but to go and bury it at night ſecretly in the 


chaſe. He did ſo, and recovered from his indiſpobition. Perſons 


often came ftom tar and remote parts is him, with medical caſes of 


their own” or others. A wealthy yeoman of Stamyington, near 
Sheffield, waited, upon” Mr. Spot one day with the caſe of his ſor, 
who was given, over. by the.phyſicians. Says Dick, © Go 

= but though his lite is ſaved, 


hence. The old tatber is yet living; and the ſon was executed 
at Warwick about eighteen. years ago. 

A young lady, about ſeventeen years uf age, | 
reſpectable inhabitant of Warne-Fort, near the three ſhire Hanes, 
ablented herſelf from ber father's houſe · She was no ſooner mifſing, 
than the maſt diligent ſearch was made after her, both in Bake- 
well, Tideſwell, and back again at Wagkſworth ; even as far as 
Derby, and further, for leveral,miles round 4 but all to no purpole. 


An intimate acquaintance of her father's went to conſult Mr. Spot 


upon the fubjeft. With ſeemingly and, perhaps, real regret, he 
told the lady's father's friend that ſhe was drowned; and he told 
him exactly the ſpot where her body yet ly. The gentlemaa havi 

returned home, went to the place which Dick had pointed out, with 
men and proper inſtiuments, and her bedy was found under 4 


lighter, in the river Dove, a little be, Uttoxater, near -Tutbury, 


where it bad lain more. than a weck. 2 affair, —— 
it may appear to ſceptical per ſons, was affirmed upon oath betore 
Me who held the inqueſt at the Ram, at Sexopton. Verdict 

Curiußty is 2 prevailing foible in almoſt every, man; and the 
perſop who is capable of performing any wonderful exploit, ſeldom 
jails to excite the aftentian of the admiring maltitude.' This affetts 


the learned and ple. Dick being at Frank well, Aar Shrew ſburys 
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one market day, at the White Horſe, and the houſe very full, ſome 
wags who wiſhed for fun, though, perhaps, at the expence of rea- 
fon, defired him to make ſport for their diverſion, and ſhew them 
ſomething extraordinary. - Vou would not like to pay fof any 
miſchief that might be the -conſequence, I luppoſe ; would ye!“ 
The company being in a high ſtate of hilarity, promiſed . 
upon condition he did ſomething out of the way. A higgling 


earthenware-man, having taken his ſtand at the door, was ſprrad- 


Ing out his wares to the inſpection of the public, when Dick aſked 
them, if they would pay that poor man for the damage he ſhou!d 
ſuſtain, if he ſet him about breaking his goods? They all agreed 
to every thing he propoſed, and calling for more kquor, prepared to 
ſee ſomething ſurpriſmg. Dick never moved out of the room. In 
an inſtant, as it taken with a fit of inſanity, the man began to 
break his pans and pitchers with a large ſtick, when, after having 
nearly demoliſhed the whole of his ware, away he ran, as if in a 
purſuit ; leaving the remainder of the large pitchers th take care of 
the little ones. The jovial company beginning to feel, pot only for 
the expence of ſo much miſchief, but ſomething elſe for themfelves, 
earneſtly defired Mr. Spot to deſiſt any further from ſhewing bis 
abilities. In fact, be frightened them fo, that ſome of them de- 
c'ared afterwards, they feared the Devil himſelf would come to 
feich them next. BOG 

+ Though the miſchief was ſo ſudden, and there was little time 
for refle&ion, being a market-day, a conſ derable crowd ſgon af- 
ſembled; but upon Mr. Morris promiſing every ſort of recompence 
ſatisfactory to the tradeſman in hard goods, and the company in 
general declaring it was their intention to ſubſcribe for the damage 
done, old Mr. Drinkwater, the woel-ſtapler, and Mr. Crump, 
; = 1 particularly pledged themſelves to fee bim 
-Jat18HeU, - F140 

When the earthenware-man returned, and was aſked what could 
induce him ſo ſuddevly to break his goods, he reglied, with tears 
in his eyes, that he thought he ſaw a great dog ſtriding over, and 
2 upon his goods, which he loſt in the purſuit, and could net 


— 


elp lamenting that he was under the deluſon of the Devil. Hon. 


ever, after giving bim ample recompence for the loſs, and making 
him drink with them, he became a little 'reconciled ; and more fo 
than ſome of the company who contributed to the diſaſter z for Mr, 
- Littlehales, who was one particularly, always thought and ſpoke 
_ of it as done by magie; and from this Dick Spot was often afte- 
wards called Dick Hell-fnch. * © 1 
Strange and wonderful as this may found, it is not not more fb 
than -the myſterious actions of a youth Mr. Morris brought up. 
This boy ſeemed to inherit Ms patron's ſpirit, and ſhewed much of 
his manners. He was born at Aſhford, in Derbyſhire, near Bake- 
well, and lived with him many years as a ſervant out of livery, 


and uſed to be called, The Magic Youth. While Mr. Morris 


lived in Derbyſhire, the boy was often at his father's, wherg be 


uied to play the conjuror in a ſurpriſing manner. From the tir 
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7 Dick SPOT, THE CON J UROR. 25 
he was twelve years old, to his final departure from England, (as 
will bereaſter be mentioned,) the family was often terrified with 
dreadfnl apparitions; ſometimes calves or dogs without heads, ap- 
peared to their ſight, and ſeemed to walk through the boule ; and 
oncey during a thunder - ſtorm, he foretold, that part of his father's 
houſe would ſuddenly be thrown down; and the event ſoon aftet. 
juſtified the prediction. r 

Whenever he came to ſee bis father and the family, if he met 
any one as he was going there, he would inform them what they had 
done, the laſt: thing before they came out, and what was the ſub- 
fiance of the diſcourſe of the company they were in at ſuch a time, 
mentioning” the day; and if any had the hardine;s to deny the 
truth, be would promiſe them an alarm, and that they ſhould be 
frightened in an unexpected way in a ſhort ſpace, by his arts, which 
always happened as he fogetold. | 188 

The perplexity into which his father was brought by him, was 
not leflened, when Mr. Morris declared to him, that his fon's miſ- 
chievous practices would bring him to an unlucky end; that he 
had done all in his power to warn him of his wickedneſs in miſap- 
plying his talents. or arg. he carefully concealed his intention 
of ſpeaking to his maſter, the young mau told his father every par- 
ticular of their diſcourie together; and moreover, that his maſter 
would diſcharge him ſgon, which he did, at the father's earneſt re. 
queſt, in order that he might ſend him abroad. When: his father 
went into Yorkſhire, to conſult with a relation about the way of 


_ diſpokng of his unlucky fon, the young man told his companions 


what. his father was about, and the diſcourſe he was holding, 
where, and with whom. One evening he delcribed his ſeception 
at his relation's ; and boafted, that one of his inviſble acquaint- 
ance had broke a bottle of wine, which had juſt beey brought out 
of the cellar. At the ſame time he declared, that the coach upon 
the top of which his father would return ſhould be overſet, but no- 
body hurt; all which proved true. N 

At New Meadow, and Tideſwell, where this youth uſed often. 
to go, he ſo alarmed the neighbourhood, that many applied to bis 
old maſter to prevent him from acting his malevolous deceptions : 
yet no detection could be made by what means the lad attained 


At laſt the unhappy father was advifed by ſome of his relations, 
reſiding in Yorkſhire, to ſend his enchanted ſon to the. Eaſt Indies. 
This advice was complied with; and accordingly he was ſent, with 
his own conſent, in one of the Company's ſhips, to Aſia, where, 
by ſome intereſt or other, he quickly became captain of one of their 
country ſhips. | 5 40 | 

In this fituation he ſoon after periſhed ; ard his death was as re- 
markable as the actions of his life; for the veſſel which he com- 
manded, in fine weather, ſuddeniy ſunk, and the whole company 
periſhed with him. There were four (i.ips in company with the. 
dilaſtrous captain at the time his veſſel went down, whole officers. 
all agree in this account of his exit, 
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Many ſoch paſſages as the above oceür in the life of Mr. Mor. 
Nez every thing relating to him was ſurpriſing; and though ſome. 
times not altogether © wexring the complexion of credibiliry, and 
inexplicable upon philoſophical principles, were, notwithſtanding, 
exactly true, although unaceduntable. His telling his conſulters 
their natbes, and the purpoſes they came about, without any 
ſuſpicion of confederacy, is as remarkable as any ting which the 
Jew BookMartk' of the eurioſities of literature has plagiariſed 
from obſcure authors, ' whom nobody ever heard of. 

He was as often cotiſulted upon the event of lawſuits as any thing. 
Upon theſe ſubjects he was as circuthſtantial as a judge in giving 
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his charge to the 2 Among many others, the following will 
ſhew his extraordiffary (kill ia the lot and found way. = 

A" Mr, Ralph, the traveller to Meſſis. Spence and Covlman, 
merchants of Leeds, happening to be at Neweaſtle-upon- Tyne, 
Ibdped there, at the Queen's Head Torn. In the afternoon, about 
five o'Aock,” when He returned home to his toom, he ſound his 
Hhigs gone; they contained about Fol. in caſh"aiid imall notes, 
After much ſearch, they were at lait found rifled in a'gafret of the 
Houſe 5 but nobody could tell how or by whom they were conveyed 
there. The landlord” declated, in the ſtrongeſt terme, his inno- 
cence; as did alſo the ſervants, wen examined before the magiſ- 
traute; and Mr. Ralph was obliged to ſend home advice of the ac- 
cident, His employers immedlately applied by letter to Mr, 
Morris, who returned for anſwer, that they muſt enter an ac ion 
aguinſt The landlord; and they would recover the loſs. The act ion 
Was accordingly brought againſt Bommiface, to recover the above 
ſum ; and, alter the examination of ſeveral witneſſes, the jury gave 
a verdict for the plaintiffs for the whole amount. 

A gemleman at Sittewſbury, being about to ente r into a concern 
With others, with whom a foreigner mit una void ahl y be concerned, 
applied to Diek for his opinion of their ſucceſs upon the untertak- 
ing. This 8 was made to him at Kitigſland, in the ſhow 

goods; and his opinion, without any previous conſtderation, was 
afterwards remarkably juſtified by the event. He told the enquiter, 
that if his friends did not look well to thethiſfl ves, 'before it was too 
late, their ruin was in all pfobability inevitable; and at the ſame 
time urged him ſtrongly to perſuade them to abandon a connection, 
which, if perſiſted in, would eventually prove of the moſt fatal edn- 
. — them all, if they did not folſo his advice. Ay 
e gentle man acquainted” them with the reſult of his ebnver- 

fation with Dick Spot on the ſubject; but one of them, beipg dar- 
led by the golden viſion that danced continually in his roo ſfanguine 
imagination, treated his advice with coolneſs and indifference. The 
others, to do them juſtice, ſeemed to pay ſome what more attehtion 
to the matter. However, in à ſhort time atterwards, certain oc- 
currences took place, the recital of which is not material, nor of 
any comſequence to the matter before us. Suffice it to fay, that 
their eyes were at laſt effectua ly opened; and they were now ail 
fully convinced of the truth of what he had foretold them, and took 
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* DICK sor, THE CONJUROR, _ +7" 
Wor Neir meaſures accordingly ; by which means they iaved upwards _ 
ſome fool. which would otherwiſe have been ſunk, to all intents and 
„and Wurpoſes, in this unlucky undertaking. "Oh: Mie 

ding, What is here related is a fat ; However, like a good many more 
ulters ircumſtances relating to the foreknowledge of this wonderful man, 
-confeſs I do not expe& to be credited by many; but let thoſe 
ho diſbelieve, enjoy their ſcepticiſm z for theie is ſmall encou. 


i gement, indeed, to attempt to convince ſome people of a ſuper- 
| atural interference in the common affairs of the world. 1 refer” 
hing. uch to read Dr. Cook's letter, of Leigh, in Eſſex. al: 6a 
ting About fifteen years fince, a lady loſt, by accident, a valuable 
„ wil} {Wiamond ring ; and being a preſent from her huſband before mar- 


iage, ſhe was more concerned for the loſs than if it had been of 


"BY whnty times the value. The lady got a gentleman, an intimate 
Tyne, Nequaintance of her huſband's, to viſit Mr. Morris, and enquire of 
about {Wim what probability there might be of obtaining again the abſent 
ad hig Wwe! ? Te this queſtion he very readily replied, that it was fallen 
notes, Imo the cinders in the bed- room, where it would be immediately 
of the Wound when looked there for. But, added he, „your friend's 
veyed ife ſuffers a greater loſs, of which ſhe is totally ignorant; but if ſhe 
inno. ollows my advice, ſhe will recover it, and ſoon and eaſily. For, 
nagil- entinued he, ““ ſhe bas loſt a great many hundred pounds, which 
he ac- Wer aunt 5 her name) left her. She has been ſamefully 
Mr. beated z for ju N her death, ſhe being preſent, was art- 
ion Willy required to go down ſtairs, about ſome pretended buſineſs or 
tion eber, while x buſy relation conveyed away the real will out of the 
above {Wrawers, and ſubſtituted x fictitious one in its place ; and ſeveral 
"gave (tier thirigs of value we alfo then transferred 7 hand to hand 


| o her very great prejudice. Here he convinced the gentleman ſo 
meer Wnch of his (kill, that he promiſed to bring his friend, the lady's 
erned, Noſband, in a week or two, to conſult with him himſelf, 2 
When he returned to the lady, though he related all that Mr. 


rtak- 
bow INNMorris had ſaid, and of her being called down ſtairs at the pre - 
„ was ue time the will was produced, the could not be eaſily induced to 
uiter, {ook among the cinders for her ring; although ſhe had juſt re- 
43s too! eived aſſurances of things of a greater intereſt than the mere find - 
| ag a ring, of perhaps ten pounds value. At laft, however, ſhe 
Kion, {ook the reſolution, and, with the assiſtance of ber maid, and in 
leon⸗ preſence of this gent leman, ſhe found it, as Dick had ſaid. 
Ernie was the very day twelvemonth after the death of her aunt. 
oer e joy and furpriſeof finding her ring again overcame her ſv far, that 
»dar- W immediately ran to her huſband, and relating the ſtory of the loſs 
guine ud recovery of it, added all that her huſband's friend had brought 
The: rom Mr. Morris, perfuading him to go and confult him himlelf 
ention bout the will of ber aunt, and the means and probability of recover- 
in oc Ing any of the property ſo unjuſtly withheld. At firſt her huſband 
nor of ut lightly thought of the ſcheme, and would have fain laughed her 
ba dut of conceit of it; but it would not do, and by conſtant entreaty 


he perfuaded him at laſt _y conſent to accompany her to Mr. 
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Morris. As ſoon as they arrived, he told the gentleman: the buf 

veſs he came about, ard deſcribed the houſe ſo particularly, that 
he even mentioned four poplar trees that ſtood in the path-way be 
fore the houſe. _ That though he had never. ſubſtantially ſeen it, 
yet he had it ſo fairly before the mind's. eye, that, he could 
cauſe a tolerably exact drawing of it; and moreover, he was pc 
ſitive he ſhould recover it if he went about it in time ; but if þ 
neglected, it would be Joſt, as a material witneſs, who would tum 
out in his favour, would ſhortly. be called away, and then the con. 
veyance of the real will would want proof of ſupport, The gen. 
tleman, though ſomewhat yet of an unbeliever, was not diſpleaſed 

with the notion of recovering ſo conſiderable. an acceſſion of fortune, 
as the whole was deſcribed, and particularly as Mr, Morris aſſured 
him, it would be ſoon given up, and with little litigation. How 
ever, he ſaid he would confider, of it, and not enter upon it too 
raſhly ; and, before they left Dick, be. told them the name of the 
witneſs who would, come forward in caſe of neceſſity to prove the 
muffling of the will, . 

In every company he came into, it ſerved him for diſcourſe and 
diverſion. Every body, however, agreed it was worth his while 
hnce the journey could not be ſo very expenſive as to deter him from 
making the attempt; and his wife continually ſaying, that ſhe. re. 
membered ſome talk of a houſe, and ſuch things as Mr. Morris 
had deſcribed, ſhe prevailed. upon him at, laſt to viſit the ſpot, 

which lay on the road to Stockport, To make the matter ſhort, 26 
the remainder of the circumſtances are not. relevant to the ſtory in 
band, the owner at laſt obtained a writ ot ejectment for poſſeſſian; 
and the Court of Chancery compelled the parties uſurping to give 
account of profit, for time back, and all in leſs than two years. 

Extraordinary as the following circumſtance may appear, it it 
nothing more ihan he uſed. to do every day, of his life, only that the 
public are not in poſſeſſion of every inſtance of his. wonderful and 
myfterious ſagacity. A trade ſman of Oſweltry, one Mr. Howard, 
went to him Oltober 12, 1791, t6 enquire, atter the | ſafety. of a 
female friend then on board a ſhip upon her return from Jamaica, 
The ſolicitude he expreſſed upon this occahon, induced Mr, Morris 
to wiſh to decline his. giving a direct anſwer; but the querent would 
not be put off, upon which the cunning man informed him, that if 
he would know, he muſt tell him that the ſhip his friend was on 
board of was totally Joſt, and every. ſoul on board drowned. He 
further acquainted him, that, ſome account would be heard of 
the ſhip in a ſhort time; and accordingly in a few- days an 
article of intelligence brought by a ſhip + Gag to Liverpool, 
appeared in the public prints, the particulars of which were, % that 
in a certain latitude, they ſaw a large ſhip anſwering the deſcription 
of the veſſel miſſing, to windward of them, and apparently in great 
diſtreſs ; but as it ble ſo very hard, they were not able to bear up 
to her, to render her any aſſiſl ance, and ſhe ſhortly after went 
down. The name of the ſhip was the Fonſeca, from Jamaica, 

It muſt be conteſled, that his anſwering with ſo much certainty, is 


but ſurpriaing as it is, the moſt ſeptical eannot deny, 
age, and in every youu ſuperior  geniuses have ariſen to convince 
| : 
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a mykery difficult to be-comprehended by the rages Fe people; 
that in every 

the world, that all the knowledge of man is only to know how 


little he can know, when be ſuppoſes he poſſefſes all the wisDok 
of the won to. | C 


Ir. Spot often- took whimfical methods to reſent affronts from 


ignorance: or - defign. - A young man who drove à coal waggon 


10m the mine to the town one day, could not get in to be ſerved in 
his turn at the pit, for Mr. Spot was there getting coals alſo ſor 
his own-confumption. At firſt grumbling upon the unfairneſs of 
being put off, a diſpute aroſe between him, the ſhaftmen, and Dick's 
carmang which was ſettled by his maſter in the following ſingular 
manner the cart became immoveable for near two hours ; nor 
could the teams of ſeveral other carriages put it in the leaſt mot ĩon 


all that time ; for Dick, at going away, ſaid to him, he muſt top 


another hour for his hurry, and think himfelf well off he did not 


tx him tbere all night for his impudence. The truth of this has 


been ſeveral times aſſeverated to me by the party, who is a ſober, 
diſereet, induſtrious man, a ſervant in the town. 

Locredulity in matters of fact is but prudence, when the re'ation 
comes from queſtionable authors, who chiefly aim at the (le of their 
books, or at gaining the admiration of the vulgar by ſurpriſing - 
ſtories : but how attoniſhing ſoever à relation may be, if it be con- 
firmed by teveral hands, an eſpecially by diſcerning men and eye 
witneſſes, we ought rather, at lea, only ſuſpend our judgment, 
than; vejeR the cireumſtance upon the head/of impoſſibility. In his 
profeſſion, Mr. Morris was thought by the who' knew him to en- 
ceed all other aſtrologers. He lived in good credit, and was well 
ipoken of by the generality as a good fort of a man. He was cha- 
ritable to the poor, and never meddled in any political diſpute. For 
near the laſt forty years of his life he kept his carriage j but he did 


not, on that account, take a larger fee, without which he ſeldom - 


or ever gave his opinion upon ſtolen rty ; and whenever he 
gave a favourable 4 en J 06-4 Ny font true; probably 
from the fear which operated upon the mind of the thief, who, in 
a country place knowing the verdict of the wiſe man, and conſcious 
of his gilt, is impelled by fear to reſtore "the property. Ia this 
point of view it may be aſked, whether a country conjuror is not of 
more ſervice than a country paol or galiows ? In the former part 
of this memoir, I have, I think, ſufficiently illuftrated the above 
poſition ; but with reſpe& to fortunes, and the future contingencies 
of great folks, he ſeldom gave his opinion; but when he did, his 
words were always fulfilled. I remember when the late unfbrtunate 
Queen of Denmark was married, upon his being aſked by old Gene- 
al Oglethorpe bis opinion of the match, he ſhook his head, and 
very, hgnificantly obſerved, her advaneement to the throne of Den- 
mark was but a ſure prelude to her foreign exile and im- 


priſonment. I have waited à While,“ ſaid he, ** to conſider-of 
dhe fate of this. poor creature, who had better been married to a 
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mechanic than a King; for now I am ſatisfied ſhe will not live 
long. His opinion upon this marriage was ſeverely verified, for 
the died in priſon at 23 years ot age. The General and Sir 
Richard Arkwright were both preſent when he made this obſerva. 
tion, which is alio mentioned in Oglethorpe's letters. {4 
About 30 years ſince, he gained much attention from mechanical 
people for a curious invention he made towards the diſcovery'bf a 
, perpetual motion on philoſophical principles. This power, for it 
was barely a motion, he applied :o the machinery of a clock, which 
he partly conſtructed himſelf. This clock he had contrived to fo 
1wo years without winding up, by the weipht of a- ſingle pound, 
th-* save motion to a pendulum of 231b. which moved through 
the tpace of 518.409 inches in 24 hours, while the maintaining 
pound deſcended but 1-10th of an inch. His perpetual motion he 
lo contrived to apply to it, that this moſt extraordinary piece of 
workmanthip poſſeſſed thereby the faculty of winding irfelt up by 
the weight of the atmoſphere, as long as the change of the weight 
of the air (five times in the courſe of two years,) ſhould cauſe the 
mercury either to atcend or fall 2-10ths of an. inch in the harometer 
above or below the mean height. From a fair compariſon of its 
triction of common clocks, Mr. Elliot of the Change afſured me, 
he believed it might have an in errupted motion for ages. Its prin- 
ciples were his invention, and of the ſimpleſt nature. Since his 
death, it is depoſited in the Grecia Muſeum at Litchfield, 
His leifore hours were all employed in ſome mechaniſm or other. 
There is a clock of his making at the White Horſe at Erankwell, 
in Shrewſbury, which is moſtly confiructed of wood, in which he 
} as applicd an uncommon and very curious eſtapement and com- 
pound pendulum of his own invention. This, though a wooden 
cle ck, ſcarcely errg a f cond in a month. | 
He had a chair 2 contrived, that as ſoon as a perſon fat down in 
it, a huge ſkeleton, car ved out of wood, ſprang up from behind, 
ard clalped the party who was fitting faft round the body z nor 
could they releaſe themieves,. not knowing or being able to touch 
the ſpring that forced the machinery back. The following rewark- 
able circumſtance is of io public a nature, and the proofs themſelves 
ſo irrefragably authentic, that it is out of the power of cavil ifſelf 
to deny its authenticity. Br 
Mr. Morris, who was a great admirer and correſpondent of the 
Conjuror's Magazine, wrote a letter to the Editor of that work in 
December, 1791, the contents of which appeared under the “ No- 
TICES FOR JanVary,” Vol, I. page 144, in the following em- 
phatic words; Kings will be privately tormented, and conipicu- 
ouſly impotent. The common people martial, melancholy and 
wicked. The Government of England will be ſtrong; of Auſtria, 
and Germany dejected. The HEAD of Sweden will die a cruel 
and unnatural death.” Here I ſhall ſtop the quotation, as the re- 
mainder relates to other things not neceflary to lay how before the 
ieader, and make the following obſervations. The Magazine came 
out the firlt of December, and was in the hands of the public all 
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that month, as well as January, February, and March; four clear 
months before the month on the 26th of which, (April,) 2792, he 
fell a ſacrifice to the too ſucceſsful attempts of Ankerſtrom, the re- 
gicide, and died twelve days afterwards ; the pews being announced 
upon Change the 15th of May. Auſtria and Germany dejefted, 
are clearly ſtood by the defeats the former met with from the 
French, and the Ppoisonixc the late Emperor, which 
before the death of the King of Sweden about a month. . 
Here nobody can venture to ſay was a prophecy made after its 
accompliſhment z and, moreover, I can declare I had-the letter 
ſoon enough t0 have inſerted it the month before. See the Conju- 
ror's Magazine, Vol. I. page 396. 

Though Mr. Morris Eke indulged himſelf in Political fore - 
caſts, yet his friends ſometimes would get ſomething out gf him 
that very nearly related to public events ; particularly once m a 
large company at the White Hore, at Frankwell, he poſitively. de- 
clared that an accident would happen to the Duke of Clarence, 
which is likewiſe recorded a month or two before it happened in the 
ſame Magazine. The accident his Highneſs met with, was the 
breaking his arm as he was ſtepping into his coach from Mrs. 
Jordan's door, | 

I mall nov relate a ſerious prediction he made to a farmer's man, 
who gained acceſs to him one morning with the*uſual fee, a guinea,. - 
which he had purloined from his wife, who was about to lye in. 
But Mr. Morris was not willing to take it, and adviled him to ge 
home, and take. care of his wife, and a& otherwiſe than he had 
intended to do by a poor girl that was with child by him, other- 
wiſe a woeful fate would await him. He wondered at bis impn- 
dence. He told him he came to conſult him to know his future 
fortune, when he knew his actions were bale in the extreme! 
« Here, take your money, and this with you. You, and that poor 
unfortunate creature you have debauched, are born to a ſhocking 
end. Yeu have promiſed her Son a ruined her; ſhe is | 
now with child; and I ſee a terrible h threatening. her alſo 3 
which way I mall not fay, but it will happen ſhortly.“ GE AS 

The latter part of the charge was woefully fulfMed in about two 
months after. She, poor wretch, was, indeed, with child by this 
meriter, who denied her any help in her greateſt trouble z and not 
having any friend to apply to, her father being married to a ſecond 
wife, who was not kind to her, ſhe coneealed her circumſtances 
until ſhe could do it no longer; and when the fatal progreſs of her 
pee nancy approached to the end, the took the leſolutum to drown 

if, which the did from off a lighter in the & vern. As for the 
fellow, be abſconded, and was never heard of after wards ; although 
the pariſh of Saint Mary, in Shrewſbury, offered five guineas re- 
ward for II ins for abſconding from his family. 

Thus neither his honeſty, nor the fellow's ſtupid fmplicity, 
could induce him to impoſe upon the world, or hide in the lcaſt an 
thing which ought to be known, though his predictions 
gire never {0 great a ſbock Os concerned in them. 

| | | 3 . ; 


= 


„ 
/ 


FOES 


5 
. 
w 
- 
5 


32 : THE LIFE OF. & "#4 *.e*7 


A gentee] young woman, a lady's maid, who was travelling 
- with the family, came one day to Dick, to aſk ſome eau. 


her future good or ill fortune; but nothing would he tell her chat 
time, only that ſhe muſt have patience, and time would diſcover 
all to her. This ſilence of the = perplexed her much ; and ſhe 
couid not help making ſome ſneering remarks upon the fortune. 
teller's want of knowledge, as ſhe thought; for Dick had appoint- 
ed her another day to come, when he ſaid he would ſhew her an ab- 
ſent one that would then be preſent, and remove the cauſe. of her 
uneaſine(s, or aggravate it, if ſhe did not take care, and follow 
his advice. With this aſſurance ſhe left him for that time, and 
remained very impatient for the day and hour which was to pro- 
duce this ſingular interview. 5 A ; n 

. She was punQual when the time arrived; and Dick made her fit 
down while he kept a myſterious ſilence all the time. She began at 
laſt to ſhew ſome uneaſineſs; but Dick bade ber be quiet, and he 
would ſoon ſurpriſe her, and convince her he knew her own ſecrets 


better than ſhe did herſelf; 10 ſaying, be opened the window, 


and looking cateleſsly on the people as they paſſed by, ſaw a young 


woman knock at bis door, He had no ſooner ſeen her, than he 


turned to her in the room, and ſaid, ** here comes the cauſe of your 
uneaſineſs. Arthur, the coachman, loves this young woman 
that is juſt come in, beiter than ever he did you, or will. I was 
»anwilling: to tell you fo the time you was here before, beciuſe [ 
know you have lent him fifty pounds, in hopes he will marry you; 
but you courted him firſt ; h»wever, he will not wrong you of the 


money, and let him have her he likes beſt; have patience, and he 
will pay you,” | 


- * 


Having finiſhed theſe words, he had her ſhewn up; for it was 
but upon very ſingular occaſions, that he ever admitted more than 
one conſultor at a time. Having them both together, he reaſbned 
with them upon the impropriety of women's curiefity in general; 


for be faid he was more plagued with that than with anFrea:onable 


quettions upen the event of human actions. To conlole the firſt 
viſitor, he promiſed her a good and crediiable huſband ; but ſhe 
muſt wait, and refuſe two offers, even if one of the parties ſhould 
pioduce a licence, or put up the banns in church. “ The man, 
who is viſible to me, is at preſent in a merchant's accompting houſe 
in Flanders. III health will bring him to ſee his frie: ds, who live 
in this part of England, and here he will ſettle ; but be ture to re» 
Fuſe-two ſerious offers, and the third will be happy. 


* 


Near the lame time, the coachman comes to bear a few tidings 
of futurity. As joou as he entered the room, Dick {aid to him, 
« Don't make your ſelf uneaſy about that fifty pounds you have 
lately borrowed of Sally: ſhe has. been. with, me about you, and I 
would not at firſt ſay any thing to her, becauſe at that time I, ſaw 
it dangerous; and when ſhe came again, the other party arrived at 
the ſame time, and I had them both face to face, It will go well 
with you all three. Your aurt is dead this three days; advice to 
you of this is on the road; leave your place as. ſoon ay you.receave 
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it, for there are enemies in your aunt's houſe,” This coachman 
came to a very good eſtate, and now keeps a genteel inn on the 
Bath road: but I forbear mentioning names in this place, as it 
might prove diſagreeable. | | : 
believe if Mr. Morris had known the pains I took to find out 
and trace the affairs of thoſe who came to conſult him, he would 
have forbid me his houſe : but his art of divination did not ſtoop ſo 
low as to give him any idea of the fooliſh curioſity I was then en- 
erciſing. Not but he gave me hints ſometimes that I was of an 
inquiſitive nature; and when I have appeared more forward than, 
indeed, became a perſon who claimed a thare of good breeding, in 
inquiring into the caſes of perſons who were defirous of conctalin 
_ views, he would often ſay, „Too curious, too eurious 
hal * f — 
A female cuſtomer who had been with him once, npon war gs. 
afterwards, in a newſ , of the loſs of a ſhip, on board © 
which Dick had declared her future huſband ſailed in the capacit 
of ſurgeon, came and upbraided him with telling falfties, 
impoſing upon her, and ſhewing the article in the paper, wanted 
be: money back again; but Dick, after a few turns thoughtfully 
about the room, coming out of a deep ſtudy he had been in, with 
a great ftart, as though ſomething juſt then had awakened him, 
with a voice beyond whit we are able to conceive, he made buſt dne 


- ſtep to the table, at which the party ſtood, and looking earneſtiy in 


her face, ſaid, ** You are too raſh in charging me with impoſ io. 
1 have not impoſed upon you; and although the ſhip is loft, I can 
tell you more than you have yet heard; all the officers and crew pe- 
riſhed, but that very William Hales ; who, in ſpite of impoſhbili. 
ties, is deftined to be your huſband. * He is miraculouſly preſerved 
upon a plank, by which he has got to a rock; he is on it now, I 
bays feen him almoſt dead with fatigue ; and he will be very near, 
tamiſhing before he can reach to any relief. He is about 200,miles. 
off at ſea ; but he will be in Liverpool in three weeks at fartheſt, 
He has nothing but the cloaths on his back, and. will beg his way, 
up- You will feed him, cloath him, marry him, and bury him, 
all within a year.“ | | | Boy þ 
This reſtored the lady to a degree of quietneſs. in her awn mind 
which had been diſturbed ever fince ſhe had read the article in the, 
news; and Mr. Morris, not wiſhing+ to ſend her-away without, 
another proof of his foreknowing ſkill, told her further, that t 
ſudden change he had lately undergone from lafety to extreme dan», - 
ger, and his reſtoration from- wamt to plenty, woujd have as fatal. 
an Rn him as the moſt pernicious. enemy to life. How-.. 


rer. (i « take comfort; you: wilt be happy in another huſ.. 
hand. after hiz-deach.”* 10 you 1 PPY 


Mr. Morris was very often conſulted upon the event of cock. 
fights. Once, in particular, by a party, whe engaged to fight a, 
certain cock on a future day for ten guineas forfeit, Within a few. 


days of the >. por the ſaid party's cock got out, and fought, and 
thereby, as to be totally incapable of being throught - 


y '* ſo. worr 


ere 
. 


— 
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forward ta, perform the engagement. What was to be done) Mr. 
Spot was conſulted, and, after conſider ing a ſhort time upon the 
ſubject, he ſelected two particular feathers from a latge box full, 
and ſent the party with theſe to a farm-honſe ſome diltance- off, to 
match a cock like thoſe feathers, and give him direftionsthe-morn. 
ing befuie the battle, to give him ſome ſanall {craps of paper wrote 
on, which he furniſhed him with, and told him to roll them up in 
freſh butter. The birs were curiouſly done up; and he charged 
him not to open the paper, or venture to look at the contents, 
otherwiſe it would ruin the charm. The battle was tought at the 
appointed time; and this cock, though a dunghill ane, beat his 
antagoniſt, and ſeveral others atterwards, eſtimated of the beſt 
breed in that part of the country. . 

Some genilemen waited upon him one day to decide a wager, which, 
aſter be had done in a {uw prifing manaer, one of the party concealed 
a guineaz for his trouble, between the leaves of alatge book on 
the table. It was dane ſo dexterouſly, that they were ſure he did 
pot ſee them do it; but, as they were withdrawing, he handſomely 
thanked them for the intended preſent; and making one of them 
turn bark, told him to turn to fuch a page, and take out his 
guinea; for upon wagers he male it a conſtant rule only to drink 


with the ſuccelsful party. 


/ 


An old gentleman, a widower, who in his younger days was a 
farmer, bot who then lived on his means, having a mind — marry 
again, came to Dick, to enquire into the integrity of a young luis 
had taken it into his head to marry. lt you would take my 
advice, it will be not to marry,” ſaid Mr. Morris. © But I know 
all I can tell you will not prevent it. It will make you miſerable, 
and by grief will ſhorten your days. I do not obſerve here that the 
2 woman is bad; but ſhe will become ſo; and you will find 
r free both of her perſon and purſe, You uſed your firſt wife ill, 
Who was a virtuous woman; and the juſtice of Provi will 
permit this to revenge her cauſe. I ean give you but little hopes 
upon this affair: you have ſeen your beit days, but you muſt fulfil 
the decree.” It happened ſure enough as he faid ;; and the old man, 
who loved hi“money more than his young wife, had the mortific.. 
tion to find both deſert him a long time before he died. A reflec 
tion on this, and many other s mentioned before of the like 
nature, is enough to make one wonder that his conſultors ſhould 
not, when told them ſo plainly, as he moſtly did, of the evils they 
were about bringing on themſelves, endeavour to prevent them, and 
{omehow ftrive to avert their fate. But this very rarely happened, 
and never did, I believe, when love was the motive; for that little 
Uy enemy to reaſon and vefleRion, always comes at firſt in a ſhape 
too pleating to be refifted ; and we are apt to think the follies we 
commit on his account caſily excuſable, | | 

There was nothing in which Mr. Morris difered from the com- 


mon fortune-tellers, more than in jo any me 3 for though his 


occedings were very myſterious, his anſwers reſerved, yet, to 


pleaſe his viktors, he never flattered them with, Predigtiane of ap- 


* 
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proaching haptineſs 3 and, when urged to ſhew an abſent perſon 
never conſente i to it, but upon a very few and finguiar occaf 

He was as cautious of ſaying the worſt, becauſe, as he uſed to ob- 
ſerve, every one had not the courage to ſupport ſuch informatian z 
but only ſuch aceidents as prudent management might prevent, or 
at ſeaſt abate; and tacſe he never failed to give warning of, and 
good advice which way they were to be avoided; as in the caſe of 
leveral, which are Rill-Eving, ſpread all over England, and indiſ- 
putable witneſſes of what is kere related. 

Two particular iuſtances of this fort 1 remember as follows. 
The firſt was a young woman in the country, who applied to know 
how a certain perſon, to whom. ſhe was contracted, would benave 
ito her after marriage. He pavſed a good while before he would 
leturn het any anſwer, , But being preſſed by the young lady paſt 
refuial, he at laſt told her, „ You have been imprudent in your 
affairs ; you haye managed tbem il} ; you was wrong to give up 
all to a, man who delpiſes the advantages he has gained. But this 
] will tell you ſor your comfort; you will furvige nim ; for be will 
be killed by a fail in a wreſtling match.” She was very impor» 
tunate to know more; but no further would he tell wr, This ſo 
diſpleaſed her, that ſhe complained of his unk indneſs to many per- 
ſous. But remark her diſmal fate, which made a great noiſe in the 
country ; about three mouths after the death of her ſeducer, ad in 
the laſt month ot her pregnancy, to avoiil the ſcandal of the wor, 
ſhe took arſcnic, and at once deſtroyed both herfelf abd the infant 
within her, - 

T he other is ſtill more emphatical. A young man, juſt 17 years 
old, fiading himſelf ill uſed by his guardian, applied to Dick for 
advice. You are too late now; you ſhould have aſked my advice 
beture this time; and, what is worſe, you have a nearer friend, a 
mother, who thinks leſs for your — than her own ſatisſaction; 
ſhe is about marrying, and the conſequence will be, to cheat you 
out of every thing your father left you.“ This confounded the 
lad: he confeſſed he had a mother 3 and though be was the only. 
child, ſhe was not ſo kind to him as ſhe ought to be ; and declared, 

if things turned out fo, he would go to ſea, To this reſolution, Mr. 
Morris remonſtrated, in very warm terms, upon the impropriety of 
it, alſuring him, he would never proſper in any employment upon 
the water z that his firſt attempt would be unfortunate, and the ſe- 
coud would be the laſt; for the diſaſter he would meet with would 
cauſe his death. But if he would take his advice, he would try to 
get a rider's place in the liquor line; for that Dick promiſed him 
moſt ſucceſs, This was all he would tell him at this time, and 
delixed him to call again as ſoon as his mother was married. It 
happened in about 6x months, as he had ſaid, ſhe married again; 
and when the lad came to him, he came ſull with the reſolution of 
going to ſea, let the conſequence be what it might. It was in vain 

lr, Morris argued with him on the fatality awaiting him; to-ſea 
he would go, and to fea he went. A few months elapled when 
uc 5 was brought to Liverpool, that the ſhip had ſuffered ſo much 


| 


Dick about her ſon; and the 
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in a ſtorm, that they had hove all the goods overboard, and thut 
ſome of the hands had periſhed. His mother now came to conſult 
ion ſhe met from him was not 
ſo much what ſhe expected, as what ſhe deſerved. Mr. Morris wa 
' fo ſevere upon her tor her unnatural conduct to her fon, that ſhe 
could not refain from mentioning it to ſome of her neighbours 
and like wiſe that he told her, her huſband would come to nothing 
in leſs than two years, by gamiog and other exceſſes, which wa 
ſoon too viſible to be long hid ; and the law put a period at laſt k 


dis liberty and his life, for he died in priſon for debt. 


About this time the young man returned from his firſt voyage 
add ſoon engaged in a ſecond, which was to the Ifle of St. John, 


in Newfoundland, in the Cod-Fiſhery ; but from which neither I 


nor the ſhip ever returned, or were ever heard of, after ſailnghe 


homewards from the Itland. 
Towards the latter part of Mr. Morris's life, he faw but little 


company, and yet len on the ſcore of fortune-telling ; and thoſeflf 
who were admitted to fit an hour or two with bim, might take it 


as a favour if ke: condeſcended to anſwer any ſuch queſtions as 
uſed to delight in in his youth, Charms, and ſpells, and ſuch magj- 
cal dehvSons, if they may be ſo called, (for the country folks had 
t faith in them,) he long left off dealing in. Yet how he 
dad performed ſome notable cures, ſuch as old inveterate agues, te- 
moved by burying three bits of paper ſealed up, in a ſecret part 0 
u field, and other diſorders, by burning {craps without look iug into 
the contents, is ſo unaccountable and extraordinary, that I am att 
loſs to account. But the truth is atteſted by many reſpectable wit 
"meſſes, both in town and country; proving, that every thing be- 
longing to the hiſtory ot this wonderful man, was beyo 
e by which human actions and the ways of man are in general re 
gulated. Eg) | ' 
And now drawing to a concluſion, one thing it gs but juſti 


to Mr. Morris to add, he had a very ſtrong ſenſe of religious duty. 


TY! within a very ſhort time of his death, he was in the habits © 
reading prayers twice a day to his attendants, and others, whom 
. curioſity, or a better metive, led to form his congregation ; an 
\ when the fatigue of this exertion was more than he could encounter 
he ſtill once in the day performed his public devotions. 

To thoſe who have a curioſity to hear the hiftory of his laſt mo- 
ments, I hall juſt ſubjoin, that exhauſted nature went off gently 
and without a ftraggie: yet there certainly was heard a very ex 


traordinary rapping ag ainſt the wainſcot of the room he died in, and 
of which he ſeemed ſeuſible, but not affected by it; for when hih 


' attendants'afſked him it he heard the noiſe behind the wainſcot, h 

- faintly anſwered, ,* Yes,” anda little while after he ſaid, „ M 

' continuance will be determined by the light ot 
1 morning, and whietr ul 

aids 6 

Thus lived, and thus died, the myſterious Richard Morris, Eſq 


at the age of 83, March 4, e in Shropthire'; and 


on the tenth he was buried in St. Mary's Church-yard, Shropſhire 
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following Sleight of Hand Tricks were 
practiſed by Dick SyoT when a Boy, 

| . How. be Play at Cups and Balls without hands. Th oh 5 
OV muſt provide fix cups of one hze and metal, (perſons with; 


* * 
n . 
: 
— 
1 
. 


N 


ur 

thin 1 hands require but threr,) but keep three of them concealed, in, 
\ warour juggling bag, until occaſion requires. you to bring them out. 
alt Arbe dexterity performed by the three firſt cups, is thus: take out 


ff your bag, your three cups, place them on the table or board: you, 
nuſt have balls of cork provided and concealed, but one ball muſt, 

de on the table. Then ſay, gentlemen and ladies, turning up your 

bree cups. (though at the, ſame time you muſt have a ball conceal- tr 
d) you fee there is nothing under fas | cups, I take, and this 
up there, I put the ſecond there, the third there, ball 

you have hid muſt be clapt under one of the cups at the time you 

re placing them. You muſt have à tin bottom in the inſide of one 

f your cups, and holes punched in it like a grater. Then ſay, 
gentlemen, (taking the ball off, the tae. Phone on the cup | 

alt-is under) oblervel cover. this hall with this <li lapping,.the! 

bird cup on the other two, then ſay, Prefts, I command the ball from 

nder the middle cup to the bottem. Then taking off the firſt and. fee, 

nd cups, the ball they think is gone to the bottom i whereas the ball, 

hat is laid on the top of the u ſicks. faſt, to the grater that 
orers it, and. when the cup, is turned up, it is the ball. that. was, 
onveyed firſt that appears. Next place take the ball that is en the 

able, and ſay, gentlemen, there's but one ball left, clapping the 

up. with the, tin battom where the ball. is. concealed; aver, that ball 

n the table ſo as the ball that. was Ricking to, the tin falls down, 

id makes two: then clapping the cup down, convey another 
wu ve ſecured, and ſays Feng lame then ſay, gentlemen and. ladies, 
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juſticeMtere are three balls and three cups. Furſt having ſecured two.balls,, 
dutj Mbaving ſome. ſtrange geſtures.of body and ſpeech to take off the 
abits eyes of, the ſpectators) at the ſame_ time taking up one. of. the 
homftups, pub it down on one of the balls with the two ſecured; . 
n 3 anilthen clap the ſecond * the ſecond ball, and the thim cup on 
ounterqtde third ball. Now ſay, I've covered the three balls. Then 


tum up one cup, and, oy, Bo pa hey. ball then tum up the 


alt mo- ther, ſaying, Here is the ſecond ball. Then take up either of _ 
get!) the balls, and lay it on the top of the third cup, and cover it with 


de cup that has the. tin bottom, clapping the third cup in the | 
ace of the other two.z ſay, gentlemen, there is 1 at hs 
bottom, one in the middle, and the third and LI firike, 
hrough the board, ſaying, Preſio, be gone. Now you muſt un- 

» © Milleſtand, the third ball you drop, the ſecond flicks to the tin gra» 

ich wiler, and three balls appear under the lowermoſt cup: then place 

aſs as Mfdur three balls on the table, and your cups oppoſite the balls, then 

_ „ I cover this ball with this cup, and I cover the third ball with 
118, Ss | 


. : 3 | 
ire ; and | | 
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f -turoin take 
| . hee. Ay ov ane top, The you" und ee 5 at en 
5 your raph retai gs ball ; for the ball tha was Rjeking10 the fy 
$a 3} thet clapping the up down, with[h 
k * 1 — at you have retained, turn up the 12 and fay, Pl W 
„ this ball to the other two, and 3 il, dein Bes del 
. - Next place the balls/and. c vey were katkee, e . th 


Srſt cup on the af Ball and te on the fecond, 
up the cup with the greater, which a is in 5 
+ I'll pat this cup id my bag- 
1 pat this ball in my bag ; * lk up 5 the 71 E. 11 
pot this ball in my bag tos, clapp pping vn the cup at the Tune 
time the bal! vou ve retained. At la ſay „I ſhall dave idee wary 
ale, or ſomething to that N ſeem th x fury, and tols vour 
1 then put th m in your Juggling bag, that when you 
13 theother three, the company may think they were the firſt eupy, 
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"Ma 8 CT, on an horizontal fe face, which bak wilt 
Hippole'to be another paſteboatd. Put à lighted candle Behind that 
drawing, and draw on the horizontal ſurface the lines given by the 
Iight :' this" = give a deformed deſigu. This being" done, taks 
, the drawing that was pricked and the candle; then place 
r eye where the TE: was, Eb ads T1 
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Tume a regular form. 1 
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very ümple caule, ke a fly, put it N a gl 
__ water 3 Warner fly of alc 3 IE eive 


r motionleſs, you may take it out, and put it,on Plaz 
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 - "Nothing more is to change the Glen of a roſe; whether 
it is on the alk or not, but to burn ſbme ſulphur under it 3; Which 
will make it tu | white, and it will vor b. r e 
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